


Ryzhkov meets Aziz, urges ceasefire 

MOSCOWJR) —-Soviet Prime Minister I filmiai Ryzhkov met Iraqi 
Fteemi Minister Tarcq Aziz Tuesday and urged a ceasefire in the 
Iran-l raq war . TASS pews ageocy said . But the report gave no indication 
that M oscow pad bodged from its refusal to join efforts to force Iranian 
ccmphanK with a United Nations call for a ceasefire. Ryzhkov told Aziz 
2? V SS Nations Security Council Resolution 598 raffing for a trace 
Tas all the ess e nt ial ingredients for a fan and comprehensive resolution 
of contentious problems,” TASS Said. The Umted Statcs and Arab Gulf 
stateshave pressed Moscow for an mas embargo against Iran to force 
acceptance of a ceasefire. Saudi Arabian Foreign Minuter Prince Saud A! 
Faisal visited Moscow last week to seek Soviet bdp on the issue. Moscow 
has masted that U.N. Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar be 
allowed more time to me diate a trace. Moscow has «irf that an arms 
mbargo a gai n s t Iran should be accompanied by the replacement of 
Western naval vessels sent to protect shipping in the strategic water way 
with a U.N. naval force. 
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Dudiu confers with UNRWA official 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of Occupied Territories Affairs Marwan 
Dudin Tuesday emphasised the Jordanian government's keenness on 
maintninmp dose cooperation with the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) to provide services to the Palestinian refugees in 
camps in the East Bank. The minister, who was speaking with UNRWA 
Acting Commissioner General Robert Dillon, said Jordan also hopes to 
maintain such cooperation for alleviating the sufferings and providing 
assistance to the residents of Palestinian camps in the occupied territories. 
Dudin reviewed with Dillon the current situation in the occupied areas m 
light of Israel’s oppression and inhuman treatment of Palestinian people, 
especially the residents of the camps. He said Israel was starving the 
camps’ residents and conducting mass arrests in the occupied areas. He 
also briefed the UNRWA official on Jordan's services and assistance to 
refugees. Dillon spoke about UNRWA's services and the contribution 
from foreign countries to finance its operations. 


Volume 13 Number 3696 


AMMAN WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 3, 1988, JAMADA AL THAN! 14, 1498 


Price: Jordan 100 fits; Syria 3 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence j 


1 


*"Wt- 


. . . ii"c 




• ' _ -jr* 


if heroin 




Regent sends good 
wishes to Sri Lanka 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Higfiness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, Tuesday sent a cable 
to Sri Lankan President Junius 
Jayewardene congratulating Mm 
and tbe people of Sri Lanka on 
the occa&OD of the country's In- 
dependence Day. Prince Hassan 
wished Jayewardene continued 
good health and the Sri T .ankan 
people farther progress and 
prosperity. 

Kinnock due 
In Middle East 

LONDON (R) — British opposi- 
tion Labour Party leader Neil 
Kinnock will visit Egypt. Jordan 
and Israel from Feb. 14-21, his 
office announced Tuesday. A 
statement aid Kinnock, who will 
be accompanied by his wife, 
Glenys, would be the guest of the 
three respective governments and 
would visit the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank and Gaza during his 
trip. “The purpose of his visit is 
to see at first hand the current 
situation in the Middle East, and 
to discuss possible solutions with 
those immediately responsible 
and those directly affected,” it 
added. 

Afghan foreign 
minister on Arab tour 

ISLAMABAD (API — Afghan 
Foreign Minister Abdul Wakeel 
left Tuesday on a tour of four 
Arab countries to discus econo- 
mic ties. Radio Kabul reported. 
The broadcast, monitored in Isla- 
mabad, said Wakeel will visit 
Kuwait, Libya, Syria and Jordan. 
He will brief Arab leaders mi 
Afghan President Najfb’s offer of 
national reconciliation and eco- 
nomic relations with Islamic 
countries, the report said. It gave 
no further details. 

Clergyman assails 
Israeli policy 

HARTFORD, Connecticut (AP) 
— Israel's “iron-fisted” policy in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
will not bring peace to the region, 
the presideat-bishop of the Epis- 
copal Church in Jerusalem and 
the Middle East said Tuesday. 
“The behaviour of Israel in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip is not 
conducive to peace,” the RL 
Rev. S amir Kafity, a Jordanian,' 
told a news conference. “The 
breaking of bones will not help 
the situation.” Israeli officials 
“have lately exercised an iron- 
fisted policy, and this will not 
help” 

Egypt, Israel 
extend Taba talks 

GENEVA (R) — Egypt and 
Israel will extend their efforts to 
settle a dispute over the tiny 
Israeli-held Taba coastal strip, 
diplomats on both sides said 
Tuesday. A three-member con- 
ciliation group, due to have en- 
ded its work by Monday, has 
instead agreed to keep on talking, 
the diplomats said. 

Major U.S. banks 
cat prime rate 

NEW YORK (R) — Major U.S. 
banks cut the prune l en di ng rate 
by a quarter point to 8.5 per cent 
Tuesday in response to farther 
signs of weakness in the U.S. 
economy. The move followed a 
government report that the index 
of leading indicators, a key baro- 
meter of the economy, feflin 
December for the third month. 
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King arrives in Paris 
after securing Italian 
support for peace efforts 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer with agency dispatches 

PARIS — His Majesty King Hussein arrived 
in Paris Tuesday from Rome after securing 
Italian support for Jordan’s efforts to con- 
vene an international peace conference on 
the Middle East. 


Middle East through a U.N.- 
sponsored international confer- 
ence arte* by the five perma- 
nent members of die Security 
Council and all parties involved 
in the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

In Rome, die Italian govern- 
ment issued a statement endors- 
ing Jordan's endeavours for Mid- 
dle East peace. 

The statement said Italy and 
Jordan agreed that the ongoing 
Palestinian uprising th the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza had 
oven new urgency to the search 
for a Middle East peace confer- 
ence. 

Tbe statement said the King 
and Italian Prime Minister 
Giovanni Goria had discussed tbe 
situation in the occupied terri- 
tories. 


Jordan and Italy a; 
urgency for a Middlt 


on the 


Royal Court Chief Marwan A1 
Qasem, Foreign Minister Taller 
A1 Masri ana Court Minister 
Adrian Abu Odeh, was received 
upon arrival by French Foreign 
Minister Jean Bernard Raimond 
and senior French officials. Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai and Aimed 
Forces Commander-in-Chief 
Field Marshal Sharif Zaid Ibn 
Shaker joined His Majesty in 
Paris and will accompany the 
King on the next phase of his 
current European tour. 

During his stay in Paris, the 
King is expected to hold talks 


with President Francois Mitter- 
rand, Prime Minister Jacques 
Chirac and other French leaders 
ou efforts to achieve peace in the 


urgency tor a Middle Hast peace 
settlement “also following the in- 
cidents in the West Bank and 
Gaza to accelerate the search for 
a political solution to the Arab- 
Israeli conflict through an inter- 
national conference, under the 
auspices of the United Nations," 
the statement said. It added that 
before such a conference was 
called “a sufficient basis of agree- 
ment must be created.” 

It said Italy shared Jordan's 
opinion that the Palestinian upris- 
ing “was an open and spon- 
taneous revolt against Israeli 
occupation.” 

The statement said King Hus- 
sein and Goria bad examined tbe 
obstacles which must be over- 
come in order to convene a con- 
ference capable of finding a solu- 
tion to the Middle East conflict. 

They had considered the 
“readiness shown recently by 
Israeli Prime Minister (Yitzhak) 
S hamir for a short conference 
which would serve as an introduc- 
tion to bilateral negotiations.” 
Goria told the King Italy was 

(Continued on page 3) 


American veto kills Security Council resolution 

U.S. denies having detailed 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Tbe White House said Tuesday it 
was actively engaged in seeking a 
Middle East peace settlement wit 
denied it had put forward de- 
tailed new proposals for Palesti- 
nian “autonomy” in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank ami Gaza. 

The White House statement, 
issued by spokesman Martin Fitz- 
water, came one-day after the 
U.S. vetoed a U.N. Security 
Council resolution calling for 
U.N.-sponsored peace talks on 
the Middle East, saying it would 
interfere with the new American 
diplomatic initiative. 

Fitzwater said Tuesday the 
ad min istration had not changed 


its policy of trying to promote 
direct negotiations Between Israel 
and the Arabs in order to solve 
the Palestinian problem. 

Fitzwate r was asked if special 
presidential envoy Philip Habib, 
who has conferred in recent days 
with King Hussein and Egyptian 
President Hosni Muba ra k, ^had 

& settlement. 

“He doesn't. Habib has a lot of 
different ideas for doing what our 
policy has always been — prom- 
ote direct negotiations between 
Israel and the Arab countries. 
There is no plan, no proposal,” 
Fitzwater told reporters. 

Asked if the administration 


was expecting results from a flur- 
ry of diplomatic activity in recent 
weeks involving U.S., Israeli and 
Arab officials, be said: “That’s 
what we hope... we are actively 
engaged in tbe peace process.” 
Secretary of State George 
Shultz, in brief remarks on the 
Middle East to the House of 
Representatives Foreign Affairs 
Committee, said: “We will be 
energetic in our consultations 
with leaders in both Israel and the 
Arab community as we seek to 
spur a new drive toward peace.” 
Shultz told the committee that 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Richard Murpby might visit the 
(Continued on page 4) 


Mubarak arrives in Morocco I Resistance 


for talks with Hassan H 


MARRAKECH (Agencies) — 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak arrived in Morocco Tuesday 
after a visit to Paris, where he 
criticised the American veto of a 
U.N. Security Council resolution 
on Israeli practices. 

King Hassan II was at the 
Marrakech airport to greet 
Mubarak who last visited Moroc- 
co in 1984. Mubarak is to remain 
here three days. 

Before leaving Paris, the Egy- 
ptian president said the United 
States veto “doesn't help the pre- 
sent situation.” 

“It would have been preferable 
for tbe United States to abstain. 
As partners m the peace process, 
they should not have used tbe 
veto.” 

The United States was the only 
country on the 15-member Secur- 
ity Council to vote against the 
resolution criticising Israel for its 
handling of Palestinian protests in 
the West Baltic and die Gaza 
Strap during the past month. ■ 
French Premier Jacques Chir- 
ac, who met with Mubarak during 
his two-day Paris visit, said the 
U.S. veto “is their (the Amer- 
icans') problem.” 

In supporting tbe resolution, 
“France did not vote against 
Israel,” Chirac said, but express- 
ed its “preoccupation" with 
Israel’s methods of oueHing pro- 
tests in die occupied territories. 



and Mubarak would discuss tbe 
Egyptian leader's proposal for a 
six-month truce in the Israeli- 
occupied territories prior to an 
international peace conference 
on the Middle East. 

They are also expected to dis- 
cuss the new U.S. initiative aimed 
at halting violence in tbe occu- 
pied territories. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Esmat Abdul Megmd denied sug- 
gestions that the U.S. plan, re- 
ported by Israeli sources as call- 


ing for direct talks between war- 
ring parties, undermined Mubar- 
ak's own proposals. 

“I do not believe tbe American 
position is limited to direct nego- 
tiations,” Abdul Meguid told 
Reuters in Paris after a breakfast 
hosted by Mubarak for President 
Francois Mitterrand and Chirac. 

“Judging by what we were told 
in Washington, the U.S. govern- 
ment wants to study the idea of a 
conference,” he added. 

Abdul Meguid was asked if 
veteran U.S. envoy Philip Habib, 
who made a surprise trip to Paris 
Sunday to meet Mubarak after 
visiting King Hussein in Amman , 
had said Washington was still 
considering the conference plan. 

“That is the framework - in 
which we talked with Mr. Habib. 
But I am telling you what we 
understand from oar contacts in 
Washington, that the United 
States is prepared to consider the 
conference idea which could end 
in direct negotiations,” he said, 

Abdul Megmd, who himself 
paid a visit to Rome Monday 
bearing a message from the Egyp- 
tian president to King Hussein, 
said he had returned with a verbal 
messa g e from the King concern- 
ing plans for an international 
conference. 

“As usual, we are coordinating 
our efforts with King Hussein, 
he- said. 


Mubarak to 
visit Turkey Friday 

CAIRO (AP) — President Hosni 
Mubarak will visit Turkey next 
Friday, at the end of his current 
American-European-North Afri- 
can tour, Information Minister 
Safwat AI Sherif said Tuesday. 
Sherif described the trip to Tur- 
key as a “woiting visit/ and said 
Mubarak would meet with Tur- 
kish President Kenan Evren. 


reports 
20 SLA 
casualties 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — Resist- 
ance fighters said they killed or 
wounded more than 20 militia- 
men of the Israeli-backed South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) in fierce 
fighting Tuesday. 



His Royal Crown Mace Hassan, the Regent, confers with 

Kuwaiti Education Minister Anwar Abdullah Al Nouri (centre) in a 
«— ring Tuesday attended by Minister of Higher Education Nas- 
sereddine Al Assad (Petra photo) 

Regent reaffirms 
support for Kuwait 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, Tuesday voiced Jor- 
dan's total support for Kuwait in 
confronting any aggression on its 
territory or territorial waters, and 
said that Jordan was sought to 
deepen its relations with Kuwait 

Prince Hassan was speaking at 
a meeting held at the Royal Court 
with Kuwaiti Minister of Educa- 
tion Anwar Abdullah Al Nouri, 
in the presence of Minister of 
Higher Education Nassereddine 
Al Assad and Kuwaiti Ambassa- 
dor to Jordan Ibrahim Al Bahou. 

The Crown Prince underlined 
the need to increase bilateral 
cooperation in the field of educa- 
tion through the exchange of ex- 
pertise, teachers and curricula. 

He called for tbe establishment 
of an information network for 
Arab countries, through satel- 
lites, to boost cooperation be- 
tween Arab universities by facili- 
tating tbe flow of information 
among them. - 

The Kuwaiti minister lauded 
Jordan's role in serving Arab 


‘Peace ship’ to sail from 
Salonika to Haifa Feb. 1 0 


By Hamadeh Fara’oeh 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A “peace ship” 
carrying Palestinians deported 
from the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip will sail 
from the Greek port of Salonika 
Feb. 10 heading for the Israeli 
port of Haifa, informed sources 
said Tuesday. 

The sources said the ship would 


The Islamic Resistance, a coali- 
tion of Hizbollah (Party of God) 
and other militias, said it attacked 
two SLA posts in the villages of 
Barracfait and Beit Yahoun made 
Israel’s self -declared “security 
zone” in South Lebanon. 

“Our fighters... raided the two 
positions of the SLA. They 
fought fierce battles killing ana 
wounding more than 20 of the 
SLA men,” the statement said. 

It said the fighters, firing 
machineguns and rocket prop- 
elled grenades, destroyed a two- 
storey building, a military jeep 
and an armoured troop carrier. 

The SLA-run radio station 
Voice of Hope said SLA soldiers 
repulsed the attacks. It said two 
SLA militiamen were wounded. 

Islamic Resistance said Mon- 
day its guerrillas had killed or 
wounded 15 Israeli soldiers and 
SLA militi amen in an assault on 
SLA posts near the southern 
town of Bint Jbefl. 

The Amal movement said its 
fighters attacked an SLA militia 
position Monday, killing or 
wounding more than 30 people. 

Amal said its lighten, backed 
by artillery fire, used rocket- 
propelled grenades and 
macamegun-fixe in die afternoon 
a tta ck against a post manned by 
Israeli troops ana SLA men near 
the town of Jezzine on the edge of 
the “security zone.” 

Amal did not say how many , 
TmeKs were among the casualties 


anchor off Haffa until me expel- 
led Palestinians aboard were 
allowed to return to their home- 
land. 

Passengers aboard the vessel 
will include Palestinian persona- 
lities from all walks of life and the 
ship will be accompanied by 
another ferry carrying world per- 
sonalities including former Au- 
strian Chancellor Bruno Kreisky 
and Archbishop Hilarion Capuc- 
d, representatives of the informa- 
tion media and public and private 
organisations in socialist coun- 
tries, politicians from Eastern 
and Western Europe and the 
U.S. and others, the sources said. 

Throughout the cruise, press 


conferences will be held and the 
voyage of the “peace ship” will 
be transmitted live to all world 
countries. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) has said that the 
voyage is intended as a high sign 
that Palestinians are willing to 
return to their homeland peace- 
fully and establish “a real, hon- 
ourable peace” with Israel and 
also a means to pressure Israel to 
revoke its expulsion of Palesti- 
nians from their homeland. The 
U.N. Security Council issued two 
resolutions in December deplor- 
ing tbe Israeli practice 

A list of 198 people from Jor- 
dan who- are expected to be 
aboard the vessel was available to 
tbe Jordan limes Tuesday. 
Renter adds from Athens: The 
captain of the Greek car ferry 
said Tuesday his vessel would 
probably be used as the “peace 
ship.” 

Skrpper Zanes Kouloubis told 
Reuters the ship was scheduled to 
leave Greece next Tuesday. “But 
we have not signed the contract 
yet and we are still awaiting 
approval from tbe Greek govern- 
ment,” he said. 


Schools, universities ordered closed 

25 Arabs injured in 
continuing protests 


causes and unifying Arab ranks. 

Assad, Nouri review 
higher education 
Earlier Tuesday, Nouri met 
with Assad to review higher 
education in the Kingdom. Assad 
said that there were nearly 56,000 
students enrolled at universities 
and community colleges in Jor- 
dan. He noted that there were at 
least 40,000 Jordanians studying 
abroad, thus putting Jordan in 
third place after the United States 
and Sweden in number of citizens 
studying abroad. 

The Ministry of Higher Educa- 
tion here is continually striving to 
promote higher education, and 
plans to open a private university 
in die Kingdom, Assad said. 

Nouri conveyed to Assad, 
Kuwait's • appreciation for Jor- 
dan’s assignment of 12 seats for 
Kuwaiti students at Jordanian 
universities, according to an 
agreement signed here Monday. 
After tbe meeting the Kuwaiti 

(Conthraed ou page 3) 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — More than 25 
Palestinians were injured in 
clashes with Israeli soldiers in the 
occupied West Bank Tuesday de- 
spite renewed curfews on several 
towns and villages, Palestinian 
‘sources said. 

They said 25 people were 
beaten by troops in the village of 
Habla and were prevented by the 
Israeli army from seeking medical 
treatment at the nearby town of 
Qalqilya. 

The protests in the West Bank 
continued although torrential 
rain kept many protesters off the 
streets and schools were shut in 
an effort to keep more than 
100.000 students at home and pre- 
vent anti-Israeli demonstrations. 

A 21 -year-old Palestinian was 
admitted to the Ittihad Hospital 
in Nablus with a gunshot wound 
after a clash with troops in Tul- 
karem, hospital workers said. 
The army spokesman said a cur- 
few was imposed on the town 
after dashes. 

The occupation authorities re- 
versed some of the measures it 
had taken to normalise life in the 
occupied territories, acknowledg- 
ing the uprising could go on. 

“It's not going to go away 
tomorrow. Inis is going to be 
with us for quite a time,” said Avi 
Pazner, spokesman for Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 

The army ordered all schools in 
the northern part of the West 
Bank closed Tuesday, just one 
day after they reopened following 
a month’s eod-ot-year holidays. 

The closure of the schools, and 
of four of the fire universities in 
the West Bank, followed the kill- 
ing of at least two Palestinians by 


Israeli soldiers and settlers 
Monday. 

A curfew imposed on Nablus, 
the largest city in the area with 
100.000 residents, continued for 
the fourth day after fierce clashes 
over the weekend. Curfews were 
also in effect in eight villages and 
refugee camps. 

Curfews remained in force in 
two West Bank villages, Anabta 
and Bnai Naim, and four of the 
area's 20 refugee camps as well as 
in one refugee camp in the Gaza 
Strip, the Israeli army said. 

The two Palestinians who died 
Monday were killed in Anabta. A 
motor convoy of Jewish settlers 
drove through the town Monday 
night as a sign of defiance. Israel 
Radio said. 

The settlers violated the cur- 
few, drove into the centre of 
Anabta and smashed a number of 
windows of Palestinian cars, 
sources quoted by the Associated 
Press said Tuesday. 

The army said soldiers turned 
back a second group of armed 
settiexs as they tried to enter the 
Arab village of ’Ain Yabrud. 

Leaders of the Gush Emunim 
settlement movement announced 
they had formed a “special reac- 
tion” team to respond to Palesti- 
nian protests. 

Journalist Taher Shriteh. who 
works for several news organisa- 
tions including Reuters, was held 
for several hours in Gaza Monday 
and hit by soldiers at a detention 
camp in Gaza City. 

Shriteh, 28. said he was blind- 
folded. handcuffed and made to 
stand for several hours outdoors 
in gale-force winds and rain at the 
Ansar-2 detention camp. 


Israel comes under fierce 
attack in UNCHR debate 


From Salameh Ne’matt 
in Geneva 

THE UNITED Nations Commis- 
sion on Human Rights (UNCHR) 


Tuesday launched a week-long 
debate on Israel's violations of 
human rights in the occupied 
Arab territories. The debate is 
expected to culminate with an 
Arab-led call for intervention by 
the U.N. Security Council to end 
Israel's oppressive measures 
against the Palestinian popula- 
tion. 

Representatives of Jordan, 
Syria, Algeria and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
delivered separate statements on 
human rights violations in tbe 
occupied territories, callin g for 
action by the U.N. secretary 
general. 

Delegates told the Jordan 
Times they did not rule out a call 
for tbe freezing of Israel’s mem- 
bership in the U.N. body if the 
Arab campaign picked up enough 
momentum to secure such a mea- 
sure. 

Referring to the situation in the 
occupied Arab territories, Jor- 
dan's Ambassador to the United 
Nations Farouq Qasrawi told the 


commission that the Israeli 
oppression of Palestinians was 
part of a general policy accepted 
and supported by the coalition 
government of the Zionist-state. 

He cited documented reports 
that on a daily basis “Israeli 
soldiers are going into houses in 
the occupied territories, pulling 
people out, beating them with 
rifle butts and breaking their 
bones." 

Qasrawi quoted a report in the 
Israeli newspaper Haaretz: 
“Often, the victims were quiet 
residents not suspected of violent 
or illegal activity. But they were 
Palestinian.” 

The ambassador referred to a 
statement by tbe Israeli defence 
minister, Yitzhak Rabin, saying 
that the first priority for occupa- 
tion forces was “to use force, 
might and beating." 

Qasrawi called on the interna- 
tional community “to work to- 
wards shouldering their responsi- 
bilities by obliging Israel to im- 
plement the United Nations re- 
solutions and to refrain from such 
violations." 

“The human rights commission 
(Continued on page 3) 


Iranian jet attacks tanker 
carrying Kuwaiti products 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) -7 A mis- 
sile-firing jet fighter, believed to 
be an Iranian F-4 Phantom, 
attacked a Liberian-flag tanker 
Tuesday in the first such raid 
reported in more than two years. 
Gulf shipping sources said. 

Maritime salvage executives, 
speaking anonymously, told the 
AP tbe warplane fired two mis- 
siles at the 39,008-tonne Petro- 
bulk Pilot, but both missed and 
landed in the water, one of them 


the reported attack occurred 
at 1:30 p.m. (0930 GMT) as the 
tanker, carrying a cargo of pet- 
roleum products from Kuwait, 
was oft Ras Al Khaimah, 
approaching the Strait of 
Hormuz. 

The Iranians, whose air force 
consists mainly of aging Phan- 
toms and other U.S.-built aircraft 
from the days of Shah Moham- 
mad Reza Pah] avi, have de- 
pended primarily on speedboats 
to raid neutral commercial ship- 
ping in tbe Gulf for tbe past In 
years. 

For some time before that, 
they used helicopters operating 
from makeshift bases, some on 


offshore oil platforms. 

Iran’s attacks are in retaliation 
for Iraqi air strikes on its own oil 
tankers playing the Iranian coast, 
and frequently target vessels sail- 
ing to and from Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia. 

Available records showed that 
the last time Iran used one of its 
Phantoms for an attack in the 
Gulf was in December 1985, 
when it turned to using helicop- 
ters instead. 

Ir anian ‘offer’ 

Meanwhile Iran’s top war 
spokesman said a major offensive 
plann ed against Iraq would be 
cancelled if the United Nations 
declared Baghdad “the aggres- 
sor” in their 7%-year-old war, the 
Iraman news agency IRNA re- 
ported Tuesday. 

The agency, also quoted Parlia- 
ment Speaker Ali Akbar Hashe- 
mi Rafsanjani as saying Monday 
any Security Council resolution 
imposing an arms embargo 
against Iran would mean the 
world body “sided” with Iraq. 

Iran has been mobflismg for a 
major offensive since November. 


French secret agent killed 
in Beirut;documents stolen 


BEIRUT (R) — A Frenchman 
killed by gunmen in Beirut Tues- 
day was deputy chief of the Leba- 
non desk in the French secret 
service, the DGSE, and was rob- 
bed of a file he was carrying, 
militia security sources said. 

They said the man, identified 
in bis passport as Jacques 
Meurant, was shot dead after a 
one-hour meeting with an official 
of the Lebanese general security 
in the Adlieh (court house) dis- 
trict of east Beirut. 

“He used to meet with officials 
of the general security very often 
to coordinate on security matters 
and means of combating terror- 
ism ” one source told Reuters. 

In Paris, official sources ack- 
nowledged that tbe victim was a 
member of the DGSE. The 
sources told Reuters he was 
travelling with a passport made- 
out in the name of Jacques 
Meurant, and was using the cover 
of a sales representative. 

His real name was Merrin. 

One militia source said the 
Frenchman, 27, was carrying a 
file of documents when he left the 
meeting at the general security 
budding. 


“Tbe file was missing when the 
police and investigators arrived at 
the scene. It is evident the gun- 
men stole the file,” he said. 

Lebanese police said- the vic- 
tim, when attacked by three gun- 
men with silencers, had tried to 
defend himself with a pistol he 
was carrying. Tbe pistol was 
found near ms body. 

The militia sources said one of 
the silencers was also found on 
the ground near the body. 

They said the Frenchman has 
been working in Lebanon for 
more than a year. 

A French embassy spokesman 
said he was a businessman, not 
connected with the mission. 

French Premier Jacques Chirac 
expressed dismay over the killing 
but said it was too early to give 
any other reaction. 

Asked on French Television 
what his first reaction was to the 
news of the killing, Chirac 
answered: 

“Again, consternation and in- 
comprehension... I can only say 
once again that initiatives which 
are often started outside Lebanon 
have dramatic consequences in- 
side the country.*' 






2 Home - Middle East news 


JORDAN TIMES, WEPNESDAYFgRUARY3^I^ 


.'ft*' 


Bonn police call go-between in - . 

Beirut to discuss hostages’ release traffickers 


Italy jails I Sudan reports killing 22 rebels 


DUESSELDORF, West Germany (AP) — A witness 
at the trial of Abbas Hamadi said Tuesday that 
federal police repeatedly made telephone calls to a 
go-between in Beirut last year to try to negotiate the 
release of two West German hostages. 

Hamadi is accused of master- Riad said that in one conversa- 
minding the kidnapping of the tion, Mona Hamadi asked that 
two West Germans in a bid to West German authorities be told 
force West Germany to release “there won’t be any negotiations 
bis younger brother, TWA hi- or a meeting. They’re only in- 
jacking suspect Mohammad terested in an exchange.” 
Hamadi. Riad said Mona Hamadi told 

Fayek Riad, a translator hired West German authorities that she 
by federal criminal investigators was not involved, and that at no 
after the kidnappings last Janu- time did she say Abdul Hadi 
arv. said police had Him make 26 Hamadi was involved in the ta’d- 


Hamadi is accused of master- 
minding the kidnapping of the 
two West Germans in a bid to 
force West Germany to release 
his younger brother, TWA hi- 
jacking suspect Mohammad 
Hamadi. 

Fayek Riad, a translator hired 
by federal criminal investigators 
after the kidnappings last Janu- 
ary, said {police had Him make 26 
phone calls to a number in Beirut 
where a third Hamadi brother 
could be reached. 

Riad identified that brother as 
Abdul Hadi Hamadi. who West 
German authorities say they be- 
lieve is the leader of the Holy 
Warriors for Freedom group, 
which claimed responsibility for 
last year's kidnappings. 

The translator testified that 
Abbas Hamadi’s wife, Mona, 
who lives in Beirut and bad con- 
tact with the third brother, fre- 
quently answered the phone and 
promised to deliver messages 
from West German authorities to 
AbduJ Hamadi. 


napping*. 

Gov eminent officials, mean- 
while, faced an apparent new 
attempt to force the release of the 
TWA hijacking suspect following 
the kidnapping of another West 
German in Beirut last week. 

“So far we have no new in- 
formation,'’ a government official 
said Monday, referring to die 
kidnapping of Ralph Rudolf 
Schray by gunmen iu Beirut. 

The West German government 
last year refused a U.S. request to 
extradite Mohammad Hamadi to 
the United States. 

A top-ranking member of 


Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
cabinet testified last week that 
the government refused to grant 
the U.S. extradition request to 
protect the two West Germans. 

The government promised in- 
stead to put Mohammad Hamadi 
on trial in West Germany on 
similar charges. 

Klaus Arend, the presiding 
judge in Abbas Hamadi’s dial, 
reacted angrily last Wednesday to 
reports of Schray’s abduction, 
saying his court would not be 
intimidated. 

“If the same circle of kidnap- 
pers is involved, it could make 
the situation tougher here and 
lead to the opposite effect of what 
could have Deen posable at his 
trial,’’ Arend saia. 

Arend did not elaborate, but 
appeared to be warning that 
further kidnappings would neith- 
er force West German authorities 
to adopt a more lenient stance 
towards suspects nor win lighter 
sentences for them. 

Government officials, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity, 
said Monday they still have no 
evidence linking the latest kid- 
napping in Beirut to efforts to 
release the Hamadi brothers. 


Schray release immin ent 

In Beirut, a pro-Syrian source 
said Tuesday strong Syrian-Ira- 
nian cooperation aimed at secur- 
ing freedom for Schray is ex- 
pected to bear fruit imminently. 

“The case is almost over. Ev- 
erything is working positively and 
we expect him to be freed by 
Thursday. The parties concerned 
are still trying to find the right 
scenario for his release,” the 
source told Reuters. 

The source said the assurances 
resulted from mounting pressure 
on the kidnappers by Iran, which 
wields consiaerable influence 
over tbem, and Syria, Iran's main 
Arab ally in its seven-year-old 
war with Iraq. 

“There is a firm Iranian-Syrian 
cooperation on the issue. The 
Iranians are using their influence 
on their Lebanese allies to end 
this crisis. They have been very 
cooperative in helping to gain 
Schray ’s freedom," be added. 

The source said pro-Syrian 
Lebanese investigators also 
talked to Abdul Hadi Hamath. 

Schray’s relatives say they were 
told Abdul Hadi Hamadi master- 
minded the abduction to press 
Bonn to free his two jailed 
brothers. 


Abu Nidal captive refuses to free her two daughters 


BEIRUT (R) — A Palestinian 
group holding eight Europeans, 
including two young French girls, 
released a videotape Tuesday in 
which their mother said she re- 
fused to let the girls go free. 

A Belgian hostage in the same 
group, apparently speaking free- 
ly, admitted on the tape that he 
worked for Israeli intelligence as 
charged by the abductors. 

Mother Jacqueline Valente 
said: “My children are very well. 
The Palestinian fighters would 
like to send them to their father 
but I refuse. I want to keep the 
children with me.” 

Valente appeared relaxed and 


in good health. 

Tne videotape was issued by 
the Fatah Revolutionary Council 


(FRC) headed by Abu Nidal and 
delivered to media organisations 
in Beirut. 

The FRC holds Valente, her 
two daughters Marie-Laure, five, 
and Virginie, six, as well as five 
Belgian nationals. It said on Nov. 
8 it snatched them from a yacht 
off the Israeli-occupied Gaza 
Strip. 

Laurent Houtekins, looking 
confident and not speaking from 
a text, said: “I am in a good' 
health. I would like to draw 
everyone’s attention to the fact 
that people working for the 
Israeli (intelligence service) Mos- 
sad asked us to travel to Israel. 

“I have been used by Mossad 
in France and Belgium.” 

The FRC said in December it 


Philippines deplores Israeli 
human rights violations 


MANILA. Philippines (AP) — 
The Philippine government Tues- 
day deplored “violations of hu- 
man rights” in the Israeli-occu- 
pied territories and called for an 
international conference to re- 
solve the Palestinian problem. 

"The Philipine government de- 
plores the unabated violence and 
violations of hunum rights in the 
Israeli-occupied Arab territories 
of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip.” the Department of Fore- 
ign Affairs said in a statement. 

It called on Israel to respect 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions on the protection of civilians 
in the occupied territories. 

"There can be no comprehen- 
sive. just and lasting solution of 
the Middle East problem unless 
the question of the Palestinians is 


resolved,” the statement added. 

“In this regard, the Philippine 
government supports the conven- 
ing of an international peace con- 
ference on the Middle East with 
the participation of all the parties 
concerned, including the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation and 
the five permanent members of 
the Security Council under au- 
spices of the United Nations.” 

Israel and the United States 
have refused to negotiate directly 
with the PLO. 

The U.S. government has been 
reluctant to accept the idea of an 
international conference, as 
proposed by Arab countries, be- 
cause it would give the Soviet 
Union a prominent role as a 
permanent Security Council 
member. 
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was ready to release the sisters to 
their father, Valente’s ex-hus- 
band Pascal Betille with 'whom 
she has fought a legal battle for 
custody. 

French mediator Luden Bitter- 
lin arrived in Beirut Sunday in a 
second attempt to secure the two 
girls’ release but the FRC said 
Monday they did not want to 
leave their mother. 

"The two girls are very 
attached to their mother. They 
are refusing to leave her. We 
cannot tear away these two 
daughters by force from their 
motner.” Bitterlin told reporters 
in Beirut Monday. 

Houtekins' father Emma nuel 
also appeared on the videotape. 
Both men appeared healthy. 


clean shaven and wore dean 
dothes. Speaking in French, they 
said they were being well treated. 

Emmanuel said he was in 
charge of the yacht Silco when it 
was seized. He said be was asto- 
nished that the Belgian govern- 
ment and the International Red 
Cross were not trying to secure 
tiie release of the eight. 

The FRC Monday railed on the 
French and Belgian authorities to 
begin direct talks on the release 
of the captives. 

“We call on the French and 
Belgian authorities to hold a 
direct dialogue and to provide 
answers on the activities of Israeli 
intelligence in both countries,” 
Walid Khaled, an official of the 
FRC, said. 


Moroccan premier in Tunis 
for Maghreb unity talks 


TUNIS (R) — Moroccan Prime 
Minister Azzeddine Larairi has 
begun a three-day official visit to 
Tunisia, saying he hoped it would 
result in a new step towards 
Maghreb or North African unity. 

“We shall examine with our 
Tunisian brothers what we all 
sincerely believe in, namely the 
need to build a greater 
Maghreb,” Laraki told reporters 
on arrival in Tunis. 

He was adue to have talks with 
his Tunisian counterpart Hedi 
Baccouche who said in an inter- 
view published Monday in the 
pro-government Moroccan daily 
Le Matin that “there can be no 
Maeftreb without Morocco.” 

Baccouche said Libyan leader 
•Col. Muammar Qadhafi would 
visit Tunisia shortly to discuss “a 


Unitarian document" he h«H sub- 
mitted to Algeria, Morocco and 
Tunisia. 

He gave no details, bnt indi- 
cated the document was similar to 
the union Qadhafi had already 
proposed to other Arab states, 
such as the 1984 union treaty with 
Morocco which was abrogated by 
King Hassan two years later. 

Baccouche added that the ex- 
isting treaty of fraternity and con- 
cord between Algeria, Tunisia 
and Mauritania was a “more 
pragmatic" approach to Maghreb 
unity. 

He said the treaty respected 
the sovereignty of member states, 
recognised their frontiers and was 
based on the principle of non- 
interference in the affairs of 
others. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITION 

* Von Gutenberg Zan Elektronik Ein 
Al-Pasha Vocational Training Centre 
Irons until Feb. 3). 

FOLK DANCE 

F Performances of Romanian folk 
dance daihr at 9:00 pjn. at Alia Gate- 
way Hotel (until Feb. 10). 

AMERICAN FILM 
FESTIVAL 


* “Alice Doesn’t Live Here Any- 
more" (1974) at 8:00 p.m. at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. Starring: Ellen Bur- 
styn and Kris Kristopbeisou (runs 
through Feb. 7) 

LECTURE 


* "Where was the Arabic language 
during the Bronze Age7" by Dr. 
George E. Mendenhall, a former 
A COR Director, at 6:30 p.m. at 
ACOR. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre .. TcL 661026(7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre Library 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Hava Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth Gty 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A 641793 

Y.W.M.A 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 63711] 

Univ. of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 


“Children’s Heritage and Science 
Museum.” Fun and knowledge for all 
ages, phis a Small planetarium at the 
Haya Am Centre. Open nil week 9*0 
a.m - 1:00 p.m. and 3 JO p.m. ■ 6*0 
p.m. Closed on Friday. 


Folklore Masuuu. Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 yean old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m.-S p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Mnswan: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal A1 Oal’a 
(Citadel H31). Opening bouts: 9.00 
a.m.-5.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 

SERVICE CLUBS 


Lions Amman dob. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at me Holi- 
day Inn, 1:30 djd. 

Lions Philadelphia Chib. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
FfaOadetpUa Rotary Chib. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday inn, 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Chib- Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 
p.m. 

Royal Automobile Club. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Circle. Tel. 816534, 
817534. 

CHURCHES 

SL Joseph Chnrtb (.Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Tel. 624590. 

Church of the Aumdadoa (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh. Tel. 
637440, 

De la Salle Church (Roman CatboGc) 
Jabal Hussein. Tci. 661757. 
TemsanU Church (Roman Catholic), 
Jabal Luwdbdeb. mas in Italian Lan- 
guage, meet every Saturday at 5 JO 
run. Tel: 622366 

Church of the Aimimdation (Greek 
Orthodox) AbdaH. Tel. 623541. 
Angina Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, Td. 678906, 
chaplain's residence tel. 601359. 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafieb. 

Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Asfara- 
fieh. Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieb, Td. 771751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominaiioaal): meets at Southern 
67)534 Scfc0 “ “ Shmeisani, Tel. 

EvngeBol Lutheran Church (Church 
of the Good Shepherd) Amman , Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7 p.m.. Rev. N. 
Smir. td. 81 1295 

The Chmcfc of Jesm Christ of Latter- 
Day Satan (Mormon) Tel 815817, 
821264. 


VENICE, Italy (AP) — Nine 
people were convicted and 22 
acquitted in connection with an 
international arms trafficking ring 
that allegedly sent weapons to the 
Middle East and offered sale of 
atomic bombs. 

The stiffest sentence went to 
Glanco Panel, described as an 
Italian missile expert, who was 
given a prison term of seven years 
and eight months for criminal 
association and violation of arms 
laws. 

Four other defendants, includ- 
ing Renato Gamba, once a lead- 
ing Italian arms manufacturer, 
were convicted of criminal asso- 
ciation and sentenced to terms 
ranging from two years and eight 
months to six years in prison. 

Four others were convicted of 
violating arms laws and given 
sentences ranging from two years 
and eight months to three years. 
They included Massimo Pugliese, 
once head of Italy's military in- 
telligence. 

Among those acquitted of all 
charges was Italian actor Rossano 
Brazzi, who gained international 
fame in the 1950s and 1960s for 
his roles in South Pacific and 
Three Coins in the Fountain. 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
Sudanese government troops kil- 
led 22 rebels and captured four 
others in a recent ambush in the 
southern part of the Blue Nile 
province, an army spokesman 
said Tuesday. 

The rebels' clandestine radio, 
monitored in Khartoum, - said 
Monday that 26 government 
troops died in a land mine explo- 
sion and 31 survivors were killed 
later by rebels in the same pro- 
vince. 

The Blue NQe province has 
witnessed heavy fighting between 
the two sides for several months. 

There is no independent way to 
confirm either army or rebel 
Halms on fighting in the south 
which started in 1983 when the 
rebel Sudan People’s liberation 
Army (SPLA) took up arms 
against the government. 

The military spokesman, who 
could not be identified under 
regulations, said the army 
ambush took place near Ora vil- 
lage, about 40 kilometres south of 
the town of Kurmuk, on the 
Sudanese-Ethiopian border. 

He said that some rebels had 
besieged a number of villages but 
were driven away by government 
troops. He said the army now was 
in foil control of the area south of 
Kurmuk. 


The rebels occupied Kurmuk 
and nearby Gizen for several 
weeks late last year, but the army 
regained the two. towns later. 

The SPLA radio broadcast said 
that 57 government troops were 
tilled on the main road between 
Gizen and Ed Damazine, site of a 
major dam and power plant sup- 
plying most of the country’s elec- 
tricity. 

The army spokesman would 
not confirm or deny the report. 

In a related development, the 
minis ter of state for defence, Fad- 
laha Burma Nasir, said in a news- 
paper interview published Tues- 
day that military operations were 
currently under way to recapture 
Kapoeta, a town the rebels seized 
last month in Equatoria, Sudan’s 
southernmost province. 

He also told daily A1 Siasa 
newspaper that Ethiopian planes 
had violated Sudan's air space 
several times in the past two days. 
He did not say where the alleged 
incursions occurred. 

Sudan repeatedly has accused 
Ethiopia of aiding and financing 
the rebels. 

Nasir said that reinforcements 
had been sent and necessary 
security measures taken to "de- 
ter” any new violations. He gave 


no details. 

Mahdi sends reinforcements 

The government is flying arms 
and troops to southern Sudan to 
recapture Kapoeta, Prime Minis- 
ter Sadeq Al. Mahdi said 
Tuesday. 

He raid a news conference a 
separate airlift began on Trnsday 
toferry 400 tonnes of idwf: food 
to Equatorial capital, Jnra. 

Mahdi gave no details of when 
the military airlift to Equatoria 
wan or the troops and aims 
mvolvedr But he pledged the 
army would retake Kapoeta. 

Mahdi dismissed as untrue re- 
ports that the SPLA had captured 
or besieged several other towns in 
Equatoria. _ .... 

Mahdi said the Juba amift 
would continue to mid-February. 
A further 600 tonnes of supplies 
would be ferried in later. 

A Reuter reporter who visited 
Equatoria in late December re- 
ported that some 900,000 people 
m the region faced famine. 

Food shortages in Bahr AJ 
Ghazal and Upper Nile — South 
Sudan’s two other regions _ — 
were even more acute, according 
to foreign relief workers and local 
press reports. 


U.S. raises sunken Iranian 
boat, finds Stinger aboard 


U.S. firm ‘did not violate 
laws’ in ’86 sales to Iran 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — 
U.S. Navy divers recently raised 
an Iranian speedboat sunk in a 
shootout with American helicop- 
ters last Oct. 8 and found a 
number of deadly “Stinger” anti- 
aircraft missiles and one launcher 
aboard, U.S. sources said 
Monday. 

The Swedish-built Bogbammar 
boat was recovered earlier this 
month from the northern Gulf, 
after being located with sonar 
equipment. The depth in the area 
varies from 25 to 50 metres. 

The Bo ghamm ar. a fast craft 
used by Iran's Revolutionary 
Guards for attacks on neutral 
shipping, was sunk after a U.S. 
helicopter was fired on during 
what the navy said was an 
observation flight not far from 
Iran-held Farsi Island, a Revolu- 
tionary Guards base. 

The other two speedboats, 
both Boston Whaler-type boats, 
were seized along with six wound- 
ed Iranians, two of whom died 
shortly after being taken from .the. . 
water. The other four were 
patriated later. 

U.S. officials said at the time 
that materials related to the U.S.- 
made Stinger, a shoulder-fired, 
infrared guided anti-aircraft mis- 
sile, was found in one of the boats 
but that none of the missiles were 
found. 

However, the existence of the 
missiles in Iranian hands has been 
described as a potentially serious 
problem by U.S. military officials 
m the Gulf, chiefly because of the 
vulnerability of relatively slow, 
low-flying helicopters to the port- 
able weapons. 

The same weapons have been 
used with devastating effect by 
Afghanistan’s Mujahedeen rebels 
against Soviet helicopters. 

U.S. officials have said the 


Stingers in Iran’s possession 
evidently were seized from 


Afghan rebels. 

American military officials 
have refused to say whether any 
Stingers actually had been fired at 
theu.S. helicopters during the 
Oct. 8 encounter. 

However, the Associated Press 
in November quoted navy 
sources as saying American pilots 
involved in the incident had re- 
ported seeing the distinctive 
trajectory of a Stinger, indicating 
at least one of the missiles was 
fired at the U.S. aircraft and 
missed. 

The latest account, which was 
reported by a CBS television cor- 
respondent and made available to 
other members of a Pentagon 
news media pool covering the 
navy in the Gulf, also quoted 
unnamed officials as saying at 
least one Stinger had been fired 
during the encounter, but missed. 

The unnamed officials who 
provided the information did not 
say how foaity. of. jte : inisspes; 
were found' in the, boat! dr>' 
whether the single launcher had 
been used. 

The account said the recovered 
speedboat was put aboard the 
Mount Vernon, a navy amphi- 
bious landing support ship that 
left the Gulf this week en route 
back to the United States. 

A U.S. military spokesman 
with the pool group. Marine Lt.- 
Col. David Titns, refused to com- 
ment on the story, which he said 
was not an "official” pool report. 

The pool reporters met Mon- 
day with Rem Adm. Harold 
Bernseo, commander of the 
navy’s Gulf-based Middle East 
Force. They said later that Bern- 
sen would neither confirm nor 
deny details of the latest Stinger 
story. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Pratt 
and Whitney did not violate any 
laws when its Canadian subsidi- 
ary sold U.S.-made helicopter 
engine parts to Iran in 1986, but 
new regulations would block a 
similar shipment today, a con- 
gressional report has said. 

“Although the parts exported 
to Iran were probably for military 
use, the sale was made in accord- 
ance with applicable U.S. laws 
and regulations,” the General 
Accounting Office (GAO) con- 
cluded. 

Republican Senator Lowell P. 
Weicker Jr. requested the GAO 
investigation in December 1986 
following disclosure of the Iran- 
contra scandal. Weicker wanted 
to know “the extent to which 
defence firms in the state of 
Connecticut and elsewhere were 
involved In these activities.” Pratt 
and Whitney, a subsidiary of Un- 
ited Technologies Carp., is based 
in East Hartford, Connecticut. . 
. Pratt and Whitney Canada, a 
cfc Vision 'of the U.S. eUgme-feak-’ 


helicopter engine parts to ' the 
Iranian helicopter supply and re- 
newal company in October 1986. 
The shipment, which included 
$75,719 in U.S.-made parts, was 
part of a $2 ^-million contract. 

Pratt and Whitney submitted 
an export application to the Com- 
merce Department to get approv- 
al for tiie sale, but commerce 
officials ruled that the U.S.-made 
parts — mostly washers, nuts and 
bearings — were not covered 
under special export restrictions 
for military items being stripped 
to Iran. 

GAO Associate Director 
Joseph E. Kelley wrote that 
although commerce officials said 
they realised tiie parts were for 
military helicopters, they were 


not subject to export controls 
“because the -helicopter engines 
in which the parts were to be used 
are not considered controlled 
technology.” 

Commerce officials returned 
the application, saying no 
approval was required for such 
“non-strategic” items. 

The Commerce Department 
noted a “potentially serious 
loophole” in the Iran export res- 
trictions in a January 1985 
memorandum to the State De- 
partment, according to GAO. 

The State Department agreed 
with the need to change the ex- 
port administration act regula- 
tions to cover such exports to . 
Iran, but no action was taken 
until late last year in response to 
hostilities in the Gulf, tire report 
said. 

Under the revised export res- 
trictions that took effect in 
November, U.S.-made compo- ' 
nents “having a potential military 
application” — such as the Pratt,-.. 
anaVWhitney parts' — 'wtij^ Jfeg, 


The new law would have ap- ‘ 
plied only to the U.S.-made parts 
shipped by the Canadian sub- ’ 
sidiary. 

The company suspended furth- 
er shipments to Iran following the 
November 1986 disclosure of 
covert U.S. arms sales to Iran. 

David Long, a Pratt and Whit- 
ney spokesman in Connecticut, 
referred questions about the Ira- 
nian contract to Pratt and Whit- 
ney Canada. 

“Our company decided on its 
own to stop shipping parts (to 
Iran) in ’86, said Louise Boutin, 
a spokesman for the Canadian 
division. “It certainly was be-. ■ 
cause of tension with Iran.” 

She said she has not seen the ! 
GAO report. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment u the Queen Ada International 
Airport Tel. (08) 55200-5, where it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

•9:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

09J9 Cairo (RJ) 

O9J0 Kuwait (RJ) 

IWO Damascus (RJ) 

89S0 Dfaahran(RJ) 

10*0 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

16*5 Cairo mj) 

17:40 Athens (RJ) 

17*0 .... New Yoric. Amsterdam (RJ) 
18.-05 Los Angeles, Chicago, Vicuna 
(RJ) 

18:15 London. Geneva (RJ 

1800 Madrid, Belgrade (RJ 

■8*® Bangkok (RJ 

Riyadh (RJ 

Baghdad (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

87*0 Karachi (PK 

09J5 Cairo (MS 

11:29 Damascus (AX 

11:45 Kuwait (LN 

12:10 Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GF 

15*0 Damascus (lY 

13*0 Kuwait (KlS 

15d» Jeddah. Medina (SV 

MS 

72i2S Tripoli, Damascus (PK 

departures 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

07*0 Aqaba (RJ 

11*0 Vienna, New Yoric (RJ 

11:30 Athens ( KJ 

12*0 Geneva, London (RJ 

1*30 Cairo (RJ 

1300 Riyadh (RJ) 

Kuwait (RJ 1 

19:40 DhahraniRJ 

19*0 Bahrain, Doha (RJ 

19£S Baghdad RJ 

28*0 Jeddah (RJ 

20:15 Cairo (RJ) 

20*5 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2 ) 

0fe3O Cairo, Loodon (BA) 


0830 Larnaca, Zurich (SR 

08*0 Damascus, Tripoli (PK 

1O-J0 Cairo (MS) 

12:10 Rome(A2 

0*0 Tripoli (LN 1 

13*5 Doha. Abo Dhabi. Muscat (GF 

14*6 Sana'a (IY) 

15*0 Kuwait (ICO I 

lfc30 Baghdad (1 A) 

16*0 Medina. Jeddah (SV 

23:15 Karachi (PK 


PRAYER TIMES 

05*5 Fair 

(Sunrtse)Duha 

l& 33 .77*1*3 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Tuesday rates 

Local seU/bur rates m Os 

Belgian franc 95.W 97.9 

Dutch guilder 178.41 182.1 

French franc 59.4/ 60.6 

Italian lira 27 3/ 27-8 

Japanese yen (for 100) ....262.4/ 267.4 

Swedish crown 55.8 1 56.8 

Swissfranc 246.2/ 251.9 

U.K. sterling pound ........ 594.9 607 

U.S. dollar 335.4/ 340.7 

W. German mart 2QQJ 204.5 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department at 
Meteorology. 

It win be partly doudy with wksM- 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman governors te 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 198, 199 

Civil Defence Irbid .... 271293, 273131 

Civil Defence Qawebaeh 770733 

Civil Defence DeirAfla 57306 

Ambulance ISO, 775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade,... 198 

Fust aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue 192.621111,637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4. 624881 
Municipal water compiaims 771125/8 
Queen Alia Inti Airport (08)53330/60 


HOSPITALS 

Hussein Mctfical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Amn ... 644281/6 
Akiteh Maternity, J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Matenrity 642362. 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisaai 664171/4 

Shm e i s a m Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

ALMuashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdah 666127/37 

Ai-Ahll, Abdali 664164/6 

IlaEan,Al-Mubajrea> 777101/3 

Al-Bashu, J. Ashrafieb 775111/26 

Army, Marks — 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Aural Hospital 674155 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Yasser Haddad 675480 

Dr. Muntbcr Al Qreini 776258 

Dr. Khaled Ma'addi 743500 

Dr. Ali AlZamili 606806 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fendows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yaooub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcfcani pharmacy 637660 

TAXIS: 

Kayyalifcud 636730 

Taxina taxi 644660 

Tamer taxi 666467 

Raghdaataxi 842400 

Rattan ...736428 

Sayel tan 776131 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mohammad Kh. ZuTri 240816 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Yousef Fade! Abu Sa'ad ... 989001 


general 

Jordan Teterision 77311/19 

774111/19 

Ministry of Tonnan 642311 

Hotel complaints 666412 

—.661176 

* wepnooe intormation ji 

Jordan and Middle Eastciiu""""’! 10 

Overseas calls " 17 

Repair service 


market prices 


Min Anai. temp. 
Amman ....... 2/7 

{s£*r- 

tJescits 2/11 

Jordan Valley . — | jj / 15 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man S. Aqaba 15. Humidity readings: 
Amman 97 per cent, Aqaba S3 per 
cent. 


Uppcr/kmer price in Sis per hr. 

Apple (French) * 20/^0 

Apple (green) 470 / 400 

--■■■■ , 350 / 300 

Banana (Mukammar) 300 / 240 

^ aua /. 450 / 350 

Beam (broad) 650/550 

Cabbage 140/ 80 

Quid 260/200 

^flower 150/100 

Dates (bra) 1000/ 800 

Ega*“ttflHSe) 110/ 70 

Grapefruit 140/100 


Lemon ... „ 

Mandarin ! 

Marrow 

Onion (men} .....! 

Onion (diy) ....j... 

Oranges (Abu surra) .. 

Oranges (S ham mnn fi t 

Eq*w(bOt) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 

Raddtsh 


— 150/100. 
... 190/140 
...160/100 
... 120/ 80 
-- 220/180 
-- 340/260 
... 240 /m 
... -340/260 
... 260/200 
... 160/100 
... 100/ 70 

160/100 
130/ K» 

- 170/120 
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^ Home news 

Crown Prince reviews bilateral 
N ties with Indonesian minister 


. - ,C - Cts 

• --e-tea 
»a& 
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Rb AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
\ Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, conferred at the 
1,1 i Royal Court Tuesday with In- 
donesian Minister of Youth 
Abdul Ghafour Edriss, who is on 
jg a four-day official visit to Jordan. 
^ _ The nunister' conveyed greet- 
k * mgs from the Indonesian presi- 
^ doit for His MajestyKmg Hus- 
*3 sein and for Prince Hassan, and 
y’ - landed Jordan's role in promoting 
H Arab-Islamk relations. 

Jj* Edriss also said that hs country 
was looking forward to increasing 
^ its relations with Jordan in va- 
!& nous fields. 

During the audience, the 
, Crown Prince stressed the im- 
‘.‘f portance of building strong 
bridges of coopexatioa between 
% the two countries on all levels 
especially in the fields of youth, 
. sports and culture. He said Jor- 


on its. services. 

Edriss and Khleifat later held 
talks at A1 Hussein Youth Gty, 
reviewing bilateral cooperation in 
sports and youth. 

Khleifat briefed Edriss on 
his ministry's programmes for de- 
veloping sports centres, and the 
Kingdom's support for boy scout 
and girl guide activities, sports 


federations and youth centres 
throughout the country. 

■The Indonesian minister de- 
scribed to Khleifat the work of 
the Higher Council for the Wel- 
fare of Youth in Indonesia. 

Later, the two ministers called 
at Al Ahli Sports Gub, where 
they watched national folkdance 
performances. 


dan bad always sought to streng- 
then its ties with Asian countries. 

The Indonesian minister, who 
arrived here Monday, later vi- 
sited the Queen Aha Health Cen- 
tre at the Al Hussein Medical 
Centre. Accompanied by the- 
Minister of Youth Awad 
Khleifat, the Indonesian minister 
toured the centre and was briefed 



His Rnyal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Tuesday holds an 
audience with Indonesian Minister of Youth Abdul Ghafour Edriss 
for discustious on bilateral cooperation in the fields of youth, sports 
and culture (Petra photo) 


Princess Basma chairs 
advisory panel meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal specialised scientific programmes 
Highness Princess Basma. who is for children. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma, who is 
also chairwoman of die Board of 
Trustees of Queen Alia Jordan 
Social Welfare Fund (QAJSWF) 
presided over a muring for the 
recently-established Advisory 
Committee for Children's Prog- 
rammes. 

Participants in the Monday 
meeting studied ways to develop 
services at the 19 QAJSWF cen- 
tres and to upgrade performance 
of staff at these centres. 

It was agreed during the meet- 
ing to design tr aining courses for 
kindergarten teachers, as well as 


The advisory committee, 
formed last week, aims to estab- 
lish a genera] framework for de- 
veloping kindergartens at the 
timers social development cen- 
tres, and to extend technical 
advice when needed. 

The committee includes repre- 
sentatives of the Minis try of 
Education, the University of Jor- 
dan, private kindeigartens, Jor- 
dan Radio and Television Cor- 


Zakat Fund ; 
to assist h 

W. Bank, Gaza j 
students * 


Tabbaa’ arrives in Tunis for 
economic council session 


TUNIS (Petra) — Minister of 
Industry, Trade and Supply Ham- 
di Tabbaa’ Tuesday arrived here 
at the head of the Jordanian dele- 
gation,. to the 44th' session of die 
Arab Economic aOtf Social Coun- 
cil which opens here today. 

The council w3I discuss the role 
of the pan-Arab organisations 
and collective Arab security and 
work. In particular, it will review 
the recommendations of the 8- 
member ministerial committee 


or ganisati ons . 

Earlier Tuesday, Ministry of 
Industry and Trade Secretary- 
General. Mohammad Al Saqqaf 
discussed with Tunisian Minister 
of National Economy Al Munth- 
er Al Zanaydi scopes of economic 
and commercial cooperation. 

Saqqaf and Zanaydi discussed 
support for the Jordanian trade 
centre in Toms and the arrange- 
ments currently underway for 


which evaluated the situations of holding a Jordanian industrial ex- 
the specialised Arab League hibition in Tunis in April. 


Haj Hassan, port director 
discuss Aqaba development 


AQABA (Petra) — Minister of 
Transport and Telecommunica- 
tions Khaled Al Haj Hassan 
Tuesday voiced the government’s 
interest in developing Aqaba 
port, in view of its rote in sup- 
porting both the Jordanian and 
the Arab economy. 

At a meeting with Aqaba Port 
Corporation Director General 
Eid Al Fayez, Haj Hassan said 
that the ministry gave special 
priority to the corporation's pro- 
jects. 

Fayez briefed the minister cm 
the corporation’s current opera- 
tions, as well as its plans to 
upgrade the performance of its 


staff The corporation collected 
JD 37 million m 1987, according 
to its director. 

After a tour of the port corpora- 
tion, the minister inaugurated the 
services compound set up by the 
corporation to facilitate me work 
of merchants and navigation and 
clearing companies. 

He then inaugurated Aqaba 
District Telecommunications De- 
partment, which was recently 
established to expand and mod- 
ernise postal services in the dis- 
trict. 

The minister wound up his tour 
with a visit to Aqaba railway 
station. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian Zalrar Fund (alms to the 
poor) has decided to .extend 
financial assistance to needy stu- 
dents from the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip who are 
studying in the East Bank of 
Jordan. 

A fond spokesman said that 
these students were cut off from 
their parents or relatives who 
were supporting them here as a 
result or the current uprising in 
the occupied territories. 

The fond wiD hold contacts 
with the four universities on the 
East- Bank In order to identify 
those eligible for the financial 
assistance, which is expected to 
be no less than JD SO a month per 
student A special committee will 
be set up to dispense the aid to 
the students, the spokesman 
added. 

The Zakat Fund is affiliated 
with the Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs." 

In the light of the uprising, a 
popular committee was formed 
last month by the Ministxy of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs to raise 
contributions for families of 
Palestinian martyrs who fell in 
-the recent dashes with the Israeli 
occupation authorities. The com- 
mittee has opened a special 
account for contributions with the 
Islamic Rank. Member of the 
committee Sheikh Mohammad 
Shaqra appealed to all citizens to 
contribute generously to the 
families of the martyrs as an 
expression of support for and 
solidarity with toe Palestinian 
people. - 


Germany, in addition to being 
sold in Arab countries and the 
Gulf states. 

Hmoud briefed the visitors on 
Jordan’s endeavours to reclaim 
semi-desert land and highlands in 
order to increase food produc- 
tion, and said the government 
recently embarked on a JD 33- 
million project to develop the 
Zarqa River Basin, increasing 
agricultural land by at least five 
million dunums . 

The minister also briefed the 
visitors on the development of 
the Hamm a rf Basin — an area 
dose to the borders with Saudi 
Arabia, Iraq and Syria. The joint 

□ ect aims to develop pasture 
1, increase animal wealth and 
improve the living conditions of 
the local inhabitants, Hmoud 
noted. 

In the south, the government 
has leased state-owned land to 
local companies for agricultural 
development, particularly for in- 
creasing cereal production, he 
added. 

During the meeting, Hmoud 
also briefed the delegation on the 
“green belt” project which aims 
to stem tiie encroachment of de- 
sert on arable land and the wild- 
life reserve scheme. 

The EC-EJDB delegation later 
called on the finance minister, 
who discussed with them invest- 
ment opportunities in the King- 
dom and EC- Jordan trade ties. 

The EC delegation voiced sa- 
tisfaction with the handling of 
loans and financial ass istance in 
Jordan, and both sides agreed to 
maintain contacts and promote 
bilateral economic and trade rela- 
tions. 


WHO to train health 
workers in vaccine control 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Health 
Ministry Tuesday signed an 


lay signed an 


the WHO will offer training 
courses to Ministxy of Health 

nous, as wen as us plans io wuu a visit to /\qaou railway cadres on vaccine quality control, 
upgrade the performance of its station. Under the agreement. Health 

— — — . Ministry personnel will receive 

King arrives in Paris from Rome **** * ** fidd °* M *** 

(Continued from page 1) “ R<>Ck PTOUD tO fill 


it with the World Health 
don (WHO) whereby 
[O will offer training 


germicidal vaccine quality con- 
trol. 

Also Tuesday, Minister of 
Health Zaid Haxnzeh discussed 
with a World Bank team the 
possibility of World Bank con- 
tributions to improving quality of 
health services in Jordan, particu- 
larly by building new health cen- 
tres to replace rented ones. 


ready to make a concrete con- 
tribution to promoting dialogue 
and increasing the chances for 
negotiations on the Middle East. 

King Hussein met Pope John 
Paul Monday as part of a man- 
date he received at last Novem- 
ber’s Arab summit in Amman to 
represent Arab leaders in con- 
tacts with the Holy See. 

After the meeting, the Vatican 
issued a statement strongly de- 
fending Palestinian rights and 
underlining its disapproval of 
Jerusalem's status as Israel’s 


Rock group to film in rock city 

tnedevelopments in the Middle staff Reporter their film m Petra. I c 


The King ’s talks with Goria Megmd who passe 
also dealt with the situatio n in the from Egyptian P 
Gulf region and the need for Mubarak, 
putting an end to the Iran-Iraq The King arrive* 
war, in accordance with United hours after Mubar; 
Nations Security Council Resofti- Rabat. Mubarak 1 
tk» 598, the Jordan News Agen- days in Paris disc 
cy. Feha, reported. , peace efforts with 

King Hosswn also met Tuesday ment officials uv 
with former Italian Prime Mims- rand. 

Regent reaffirms support 


the developments in the Middle aran aeporar 

East region and the efforts made 

to convene an international peace AMMAN — The ancient rock 
conference. city will move to the tunes of the 

The King met Italian President rock group Sisters of Mercy when 
Francesco Cossiga Monday and they go on stage to film a video in 
briefed him on ms talks in Am- Petra Friday. , < 

ma« last Saturday with U.S. pres- Sisters of Mercy, according to 
idential envoy Philip Habib, the film production manager 
according to TtaHan officials pro- Robert Kerr, are a new British 
sent at the meeting. music group which is fast making 

The Ring also met. in Rome its way to the top of the charts in 
Monday mght with Egyptian Europe and the United States. 
Foreign Minister Esmat Abdul Eldritch and Patricia Morn 
Megmd who passed on a message son's hit single “Dominion” wa 
from Egyptian President Hosni voted by American fans as < 
Mubarak. potential number-one hit, Ker 

The King arrived in Pans three told the Jordan Times in a tele 
hours afterMubarak departed for phone interview from Petra. 
Rabat. Mubarak had. spent three 
days in Paris discussing Mideast 
peace efforts with French govern- 
ment officials including Mitter- 
rand. 


‘The duo decided to shoot 
their film in Petra. I don’t why, 
bat they are very keen on this 
trip,” K«t said. Neither Eldritch 
nor Patricia, who are expected to 
arrive in Amman Wednesday, 
has ever been in Jordan. 

According to Kerr, the group is 
planning to shoot a promotional 
video mm in the rose-red city 

some 200 kilometres south of 
' Amman 

He said that the Royal Jorda- 
nian Airforce offered to send a 


and Patricia Moni- helicopter to help in the filming 
igfe “Dominion” was of aerial scenes. The shooting of 


voted by American fans as a die video is slated for Friday and 
potential number-one hit, Kerr Saturday. Fifty camels and tens of 
told the Jordan Times in a tele- bedouin will also participate in 
phone interview from Petra. special scenes in the video. 

Israel under fierce attack atUNCHR 

(Continued from page 1) mobffisng elements are in the 


(Continued from page 1) 

minister pud his delegation vi- 
sited the Royal Jbrdaman Geog- 
raphic Centre, where they were 
bnefed cm the centre’s develop- 
ment and activities. The centre is 
currently training 26 students 
from Kuwait. 

EBndawif Nouri fiat 
Sahab school 

Nouri was accompanied after- 


wards by Munster of Education 
Thouqan Hmdawi op a visit to 
the Sahab Industrial School, 
where they inspected workshops 
and tr aining facilities- 
They also visited the University 
of Jordan . and met President 
Abdul Salam Al Majali, who 
briefed them on the development 
of the university over the past 25 
years and educational prog- 
rammes. 


itself carries a moral responsibil- 
ity to work towards an end to 
the deterioration of Arab human 
rights under occupation and to 
take measures to protect civilian 
population,” he. said. 

Israel was “mistaken when it 
drought that the passage of rime 
was able to force a fait accompli 
situation in the occupied territor- 
ies,” he said. 

"It was also mistaken when it 
attributed the. uprising of the 
Palestinian people in the West 
Bank and Gaza to outside ele- 
ments," Qasrawi said. “The 


mobihsiiig elements are in the 
made — the Israeli occupation 
itself and its repre ss i ve mea- 
sures.” 

PLO can 

The representative of the 
PLO’s permanent mission to the 
United Nations in Geneva, Nabil 
Ramlawi, urged the United Na- 
tions to take further steps to 
discipline Israel for its blatant 
human rights violations in the 
occupied territories. 

“these violations are not hap- 
pening by mistake. These are 
crimes by official decree from the 

Israeli government.” 
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J Jordan, EC 
hold talks on 
cooperation in 
development 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delega- 
tion from tiie European Com- 
munity (EC) and the European 
Investment Bank (EIB) met here 
Tuesday with the Minister of 
Agriculture Marwan Hmoud and 
Minister of Finance Hanna Odeh 
for talks on Jordan-EC coopera- 
tion in implementing develop- 
ment projects in the Kingdom. 

At a meeting with Hmoud, the 
delegation was briefed on Jor- 
dan’s efforts to develop agricul- 
ture in the Jordan Valley region. 
The minister described problems 
encountered by farmers, particu- 
larly difficulties in marketing 
Jordanian products abroad in 
view of strong competition from 
East European countries and 
Turkey. 

The Jordanian government has 
been applying the agricultural 
patterns system in order to diver- 
sify agricultural production and 
prevent bottlenecks in marketing, 
Hmoud said. 

The government also set up the 
Jordan Agricultural Marketing 
and Processing Company 
(JAMPCO) to help control agri- 
cultural trade and the marketing 
of local produce, the minister 
added. 

He said some of Jordan's crops 
had found their way into Euro- 
countries, such as Britain, 


Heavy rains, snow wreak havoc 
throughout Kingdom; one killed 


By Elia Nasrallah 
Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — At least one person was killed and 
extensive damage was caused to cars, homes and 
other property in two days of storms which brought 
heavy rain and snow to most parts of the Kingdom. 

The Civil Defence Department also dosed. CDD teams offered 
(ODD) reported that, in Bayader assistance to the citizens on the 
Wadi Seer, a young by drowned roads and in flooded homes, 
as he was walking to school. Along the Jerash-Irbid road, 
CDD diverc recovered cbe boy’s CDD teams helped those 
body from a large pool of water stranded on the roads because of 
which resulted from the rain, the accumulated snow, 
report said. In Jerash, a house collapsed as 

The CDD also reported the a result of the heavy rain, but no 
flooding of homes ana streets in casualties were reported, 
low-lying areas of Amman, espe- Roads and other property in 
dally alongside the stream down- Irbid Govemorate were also 
town and west of the city. Floods damaged by the snow and rain; 
were also reported around the and CDD teams were reported 


In another development, 
Minister of Water and Irrigation 
Ahmad Dakhqan said in a state- 
ment to the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, that huge quantities of 
water have flown into the King 
Talal reservoir near jerash as a 
result of tiie heavy rains. He said 
that at least five million cubic 
metres of water had added to the 
lake behind the dam, raising the 
present volume of stored water to 
45 million cubic metres. 

The minister, who visited the 
King Talal Dam. said that the 
dam’s walls had been raised re- 


tire ram. the accumulated snow. dam’s walls had been raised re- 

. . In Jerash, ,a house collapsed as ^ to allow for the storage of 

reported the a result of the heavy ram, but no additio nal quan ti ties of water 
md streets in casualties were reported. neede d for irrigation in the dry 

unman, espe- Roads and other property in ____ 6 

stream down- Irbid Governorate were also x ^ ’ 

e city. Floods damaged by the snow and rain; Dakhqan later visited Wadi Al 
I around the and CDD teams were reported Arab dam which, he said, bolds 


University of Jordan and Swefleh- on the alert to offer assistance. 


in the west, and Wadi Haddadeh 
and Wahdal in the east. 

CDD teams were also in- 
volved in reopening roads block- 
ed by snow in a number of areas 
in the capital. Special teams also 
moved residents to safer ground 
after their homes were inundated 
by the rainwater. 

The department warned that 
roads leading north were blocked 
with snow or affected by the 
rising water level. 

According to the CDD, a truck 
skidded oft the road and over- 
turned near Qatraneh along the 
Desert highway leading south to 
Aqaba, and a fuel tanker over- 
turned at Jweideb south of here, 
causing the contents to spill over 
the road, disrupting traffic. 

The CDD also reported the 
injury of a woman involved in a 
road accident on the Queen Alia 
Airport highway when her car 
skidded on the slippere road. 

A number of schools in Am- 
man and the University of Jordan 
were dosed due to the weather 
and road conditions. 

The CDD reported damage to 
communication lines and electric 
power in Ajloun and other north- 
ern districts, where schools were 


CDD Director Lieutenant- 
General Khaled Tarawneh said 
that his department was on call to 
offer all assistance, in coordina- 
tion with the Ministry of Public 
Works, the Armed Forces and 
the Public Security Department. 


season. 

Dakhqan later visited Wadi Al 
Arab dam which, he said, bolds 
12.5 million cubic metres of wa- 
ter. He added that the Kafrain 
dam now stores 4.5 million cubic 
metres of water. 

Jordan Valley Authority 
(JVA) President Mohammad 
Bani Hani said that the rains did 
not cause any damage to the 


crops in the Jordan Valley, but 
JVA teams were ready to" offer 
assistance if needed. 

In the meantime, the Depart-, 
raent of Meteorology expects 
more rain and cold wind until 
Wednesday evening, as a result of 
the same polar cold front which 1 
has swept the country over the ; 
past two days. 

Department Director Ali ‘ 
Abanda said that by Wednesday ; 
evening, the wind speed would be - 
drastically reduced; but until 
then, more rain will fall and snow 
is expected in high regions of the 
Kingdom. 

The two-day storm was pre- t, 
ceded bv a sand storm which 
brought nail and snow to regions 
1,000 metres high. 

According to the Meteorology - 
Department bulletin, Wadi Seer 
ana the University of Jordan area . 
received largest amounts of rain. 
The bulletin added that snow fell 
mainly in the Maan, Jerash, 
Ajloun, Amman and Mafraq re- 
gions. 



A palm tree thrives amidst a snow-covered lot in Amman (Photo by Yousef Al ‘Allan) 


JORDAN WELFARE LOTTERY 


Ordinary issue No 360 


Holder of ticket No. 57338 

Wins JD 25,000 


Holder of ticket No. 76671 

Wins JD 6,000 

Holder of ticket No. 43744 

Wins JD 3,000 

Holder of ticket No. 05853 

Wins JD 2,500 

Holder of ticket No. 43497 

Wins JD 1,500 

Holder of ticket No. 00182 
Wins JD 1,200 

Holder of ticket No. 34998 

Wins JD 1,000 

Holder of ticket No. 63362 
. Wins JD 600 



Drawing of: Feb. 2, 1988 


Winning Tickets 


r Ten consolation prizes totalling JDl.OOOeach wins JD 100 

57339 57348 57438 58338 67338 
57337 57328 57238 56338 47338 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 600 each wins JD 60 

76672 76681 76771 77671 06671 

76670 76661 76571 76671 66671 

Ten consolation prizes totalling JD30Qeach wins JD 30 

43745 43754 43844 44744 53744 
43743 43734 43644 42744 33744 

Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 200 each wins JD 20 

05854 05863 05953 06853 15853 
05852 05843 05753 04853*5853 

Ten consolation prizes totalling JUlSOeach wins JD 15 

43498 43407 43597 44497 53497 

43496 43487 43397 42497 33497 

Ten consolation prizes totalling JDlOOeach wins JD ]Q 

00183 00192 00282 01182 10182 
00181 00172 00082 09182 70182 

Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 80 each wins JD8 

34999 34908 34098 35998 44998 
34997 34988 34898 33998 24998 

Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 70 each wins JD 7 

63363 63372 63462 64362 73362 

j 63361633526326262362 53362 ^ 


Ticket numbers 


Ticket numbers 


63120243532329511491 
40031 0136334233 


TICKETS ENDING WITH 


win JD 200 each 


win JD 100 each 


43166896281123710547 w.njD20each 78133093938810097691 win jdio each 


536835 604225811 


Win JD 5 each 


8000 tickets ending with 7 Win JD 2 each. 

COVER PRIZES FOR THE LOTTERY SELLERS 

(covers, attached to the stub of 10 ending in 387669335271619 

Winners of the grand prizes in the ordinary issue number 359 of Jan. 17, 1988 


Win JD 10 


Kama) Thouqan 
Zarqa — Labour 
He* First 12JS00 


Hassan Hsyafrwh 
■ — Gons&uctai Labi 
Half Ht* X 12£00 






Ahmad A/Bari Kayed Abdul Laid Manammad izzuddki Kaowwr Mahput) Rami Jmi 

mwi — Rastaman Wortcv Awjan — Restaurare Woriw Amman — Sludont Ssftab — Modiarae Amman — Sudani 

Hatf Sacond JD 3JJQ0 Hat! Second JO 3,000 Fufl ftwtfi .E) ZSOO Half TNid JD 1.500 He* Tfwcf JD 1J5Q0 


Next fkiwfag takes place on February 17, 1988 

First eight biggest prizes are issued from GUVS headquarters. 















JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 3, 1988 


Jordan Times 


An imk.'pcndcm <\rah pi-luteal iLnly publahcJ m English by ibe Jonfcm Pres* Rnundilton. 
EfljNislicd IiCS 


ifuJP JJ - i— }U J* J*-S HP_ . Wm ifjL i~ X ><B 

Chairman oF the Board of Directors: 
MAHMOUD AL KAYED 


Responsible Editor and Director General: 
MOHAMMAD AMAD 


Editor-in-chief: 

RAMI G. KHOliRI 


Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan, 

Telephones: 667171-6, 670141-4, 666265-2 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 661242 

The Jordan Times 'is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Moral support and money 


THE proposal by ten deputies in the Lower House of 
Parliament to levy a special tax to support the ongoing 
Palestinian uprising has rightly drawn mixed reactions. On one 
hand, there are those who champion this new tax as a way to 
help alleviate the economic hardships of the Palestinian people 
living under Israeli occupation. They argue that the least that 
Arab spectators can do is subsidise the revolt. On the other 
hand, there are those who express fears about this additional 
tax, lest the showering of money on the uprising dampen the 
will of the people to sustain their rebellion. 

Obviously, the correct approach lies somewhere in the 
middle: for dousing the occupied territories with money would 
surely act as water on fire. It is the old fear of resorting to 
material temptations to weaken the resolve of subjugated 
peoples by diverting their attention from their national political 
causes. Bnt to leave the Palestinian people to starve to death 
could affect the same undesirable results. Material support to 
the Palestinian people to bolster t heir-steadfastness is surely a 
worthy cause. In this context, one could think of two primary 
objectives in adjecting the tax: to strengthen the economic 
infrastructure of the West Bank and Gaza Strip — the 
backbone of any viable steadfastness; secondly, to serve as an 
emergency fund to deal with emergency situations, such as the 
current situation in the occupied territories. 

In short, Jordanians from ail walks of life should pitch in to 
help their brothers and sisters in the West Bank and Gaza. 
After two months of strikes and a major interruption of 
economic life in the Arab territories, it would be In order to 
extend material aid to the Palestinian people struggling for 
liberation from Israeli occupation and suppression. Jordanians 
should act as the vanguard of Arab support for the noble 
Palestinian uprising. Yet this special responsibility which 
Jordan and all Jordanians should bear requires general Arab 
support, as well. The Arab World surely notes bow Jews 
worldwide conduct active campaigns to fund the Israeli 
economy or subsidise its military and economic power. As long 
as there is something called Arab nationalism, and we think 
there Is, the whole Arab World most come to the rescue of the 
Palestinians under occupation, by whatever means, including 
money. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


AlRa’i: Noble stands 


feelings from millions of Arabs for the Vatican’s noble stands with 
regard to the cause of peace and justice in the Middle East. These 
feelings reflect the Arab people's yearning for peace, stability and 
end of suffering caused by Israel's occupation ot Arab Territory and 


inhuman treatment of Arab people. The King's visit to the Vatican 
and his meeting with the Pope came as the Israeli forces continue to 
escalate their inhuman practices and barbaric actions inside the 
occupied Arab lands, killing and wounding more Arab citizens. This 
visit came as the international community follows up with bitterness 
and horror the ongoing brutal activities and crimes committed by the 
Israeli army against the defenceless Palestinians. The Pope too feels 
the bitterness of the situation and the true dimension of this tragedy 
that had befallen the Palestinian people. The Pope realises that the 
Israeji iron fist policy has exceeded ail limits and Israel's barbaric 
practices went beyond all dimensions, violating human dignity and 
making a mockery of all that the Vatican has sought to achieve of 
peace, tranquilhlv and stability in the holy land. For this reason, we 
believe that the King's visit to the Pope is of paramount importance 
at this stage and at a time when all holy places in occupied Palestine 
face violation and sacrilege, and when the people of the holy land 
face all forms of persecution, starvation and oppression. The Arab 
masses and all peace-loving nations look to the Vatican and the Pope 
with hope for an end to this tragedy. 


Al Dustour: Appreciation for Pope's role 


KING Hussein visited the Vatican Monday and met with the Pope in 
implementation of the Arab summit resolutions taken in Amman last 


November. The King who aims at intensifying the dialogue with the 
Vatican has conveyed the Arab World's deep appreciation for the 
Pope's appointment of an Arab as patriarch of Jerusalem and for the 
Vatican's stands with regard to the problem of Palestine and the city 
of Jerusalem. The meeting the Vatican coincided with further 
escalation by the Israeli authorities of their repressive actions against 
the Palestinian people and also with favourable reactions from world 
nations which support peace moves. There is no doubt that the Pope 
has tremendous moral influence on many nations: and his declared 
stands have a strong bearing on their attitudes towards the Middle 
East crisis. For this reason, the Arab summit meeting entrusted the 
King to carry on the dialogue with the Vatican and seek ail support 
and backing fora drive to end the sufferings of the Palestinian people 
under Israeli rule. Then? is no doubt also that the Pope’s appoint- 
ment of a Palestinian Arab. Michel Sabbah as patriarch of Jerusalem 


drew deep satisfaction and support from ait Arabs, specially as this 
appointment came amidst an Arab uprising against Israeli rule and in 
the face of Israel’s oppression. The King’s meeting with the Pope 
ahead of his coming European lour emphasises the importance of the 
Vatican's role in the search for peace in our region. The Vatican 
meeting also coincided with a flurry of activity at the U.N. Security 
Council aimed at convening an international conference on peace in 
the Middle East. 


Sawt Al Shaab: King rallies Vatican support 


KING Hussein's meeting with Pope John Paul II at the Vatican 
comes in the course of the monarch’s sincere and relentless efforts 
abroad to rally support for the Arab cause and bring about an end to 
Israel’s oppression in the occupied Arab territory, the Arab summit 
in Amman has paved the way for the visit as the Arab leaders 
entrusted the King with the task of intensifying contacts with the 
Vatican and European countries to serve Aran causes. The visit 
could not have come ut a more pressing time when the Arab 
territories under Israel; rule are facing oppression and when the Arab 
people arc rising in the face of this oppression. The Pope who enjoys 
worldwide spiritual influence can play a major role in bringing about 
justice and removing persecution and ending the sufferings of the 
Palestinian people. The Arab masses look with hope to the King's 
endeavours around the world, and also lake encouragement from the 
Vatican's noble stands and its support for a peaceful solution for the 
Palestine problem and :!u: ksuc ut Jerusalem which the Pope regards 
a- .• hoi. city <■! p-ur tW ,.!i peon'e. 


Palestinian uprising causes 
stress in Israeli soldiers 


By Peter Smerdon 

Reuter 


TEL AVIV — Confronting a 
Palestinian revolt in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip has 
scarred the psyche of many young 
Israeli soldiers, raising worries 
about their future behaviour, 
psychologists and military experts 
say. 

“You must understand one 
thing," a 23-year-old soldier, who 
recently served in the West Bank, 
told Reuters. “If you don’t be- 


have as a conqueror, you can’t 
survive there. You have to cut 


out thinking, be strong and do 
nasty thin gs.” 

He asked not to be named 
because Israeli regulations bar 
soldiers from talking to journal- 
ists without permission. In this 
report, he is called “Avi.” 

To help cope with the mental 
stress of facing a hostile popula- 
tion, the Israeli army has sent 
psychiatrists to work with units in 
the occupied territories, military 
sources said. 

Nearly 500 mental health work- 
ers placed a protest petition in 
! Israeli newspapers last Friday 
warning that the government was 
placing young conscripts in 
“morally untenable situations.” 

Concern has heightened since 
Defence Minis ter Yitzhak Rabin 
instructed the army this month.to 
use “might, power and beatings” 
rather Sian guns to crush the 
Palestinian uprising. Rabin 
vowed at the weekend to con- 
tinue the policy until “order was 
restored.” 

Avi said he and his comrades 
rarely discussed serving in the 
territories. 

Difficult place 


International protest focused 
on the beaten Palestinians. Milit- 
ary and U.N. sources said some 
420 Palestinians Ji ad been treated 
at hospitals for beatings in the 
seven weeks of the uprising. The 
Israelis say 39 were shot dead by 
the army, but independent 
sources put the figure at 76. 

The army says initial excessive 
brutality has been curbed. But 
many Israelis have expressed con- 
cern at the long-term effects of 
the new orders in which soldiers 
have been told to use their dubs 
first and keep ammunition for 
more dangerous situations. 

Rabin acknowledged that 
many young soldiers would rather 
be serving on the more dangerous 
front lines in South Lebanon than 


varied. 

Avi said it was easy to become 
accustomed to the beatings after 
a time “because everyone is 
doing it, all your friends are doing 
it.” 

“You get new orders and alter 
a day or two you get good at it 
and feel good about it. Soon you 
do things you never thought you 
could... I didn't let the few sol- 
diers I commanded beat people 
unnecessarily.” 

“But our (mainly conscript) 
army is Eke all the Israeli people. 
You get some who want peace 
and don't like trouble at all and 
you get others who enjoy the 
figh ting and hatred.” 

No compassion to Lebanon 


facing a hostile civilian popula- 
tion in West Bank and Gaza 


refugee camps. 

“The minute the (beatings) 
order was given, the genie was 
out of the bottle,” Zeev Schiff of 
Haaretz, the doyen of Israeli 
military correspondents, told 
Reuters. 

“The beatings are an outcome 
of the earlier stage when they 
(the army) opened fire and killed 
people. Then they got strong 
ordets and officers were dismis- 
sed because people were killed,” 
he said. 


Schiff, co-author of a book 
about Israel’s 1982 invasion of 
Lebanon and soldiers who served 
there, said the problems in the 
territories and across Israel’s 
northern border could not yet be 


“I wish I was strong enough to 
do this work — mentally, not 
physically,” he said. “I think, 
hope ana believe most soldiers 
there are still human beings. It’s 
very hard to judge them. They 
are in a bad situation where they 
were sent to a very difficult place 
with a difficult job.” 


“The second stage was that 
they (the commanders) were 
stuck with no answer to harass- 
ment. The third stage was the 
beatings. It's not a simple ques- 
tion at all. Inevitably there were 
excesses.” 

Ephrahim Ya'ar, a professor of 
social anthropology at Tel Aviv 
who is researching the conflict, 
says the problem is “what these 
soldiers will become.” 

“Despite their training, this is 
an entirely new situation for 
which they were quite simply not 
prepared,” he said. 

None of the soldiers encoun- 
tered oq patrol at Ramaliah and 
at nearby Palestinian refugee 
camps in the West Bank was 
happy to be on the front line, but 
opinions on Rabin's policy 


“No soldier has been killed in 
the territories since the rebellion 
started,” Schiff said. Some 650 
solders died in Lebanon before 
Israel withdrew the bulk of its 
forces in 1985. 

“It's like comparing a table and 
a chair,” said a lieutenant colonel 
from an armoured brigade at 
Bureij refugee camp in Gaza. “If 
we did our real job we could stop 
all this trouble in a day.” 

“I feel frustrated and very 
frightened as an Israeli soldier 


walking around and getting 
stones thrown at me. I feel 


stones thrown at me. I feel 
powerless,” said Tuvia, a con- 
script, who immigrated from Bri- 
tain two years ago. 

“The worst thing was when we 
first had to beat up women," said 
Second lieutenant Ofer, 21, his 
platoon' commander. 

“Now we do it more. At first 
we couldn't. The population 
makes the women get out in front 

I .. k. 


and throw stones, he said. 

“The women are more brave 
than the men. We don't beat the 
women as we would a man. We 
only use a club, not our hands. . 


The New York Times: Most corrupt 
administration in U.S. history 

Iraqi pipeline probe may 
spell big trouble for Meese 


By Valerie Strauss 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — Attorney 
General Edwin Meese, who has 
weathered sharp criticism over his 
job performance and federal 
probes into bis financial, affairs, 
faces perhaps his most serious 
challenge over his role in a Sl- 


billion Iraqi pipeline project. 
Meese, who followed his friend 


Meese, who followed his friend 
Ronald Reagan from Cah’fomia 
to the White House in 1981, has 
been investigated by different in- 
dependent prosecutors in the last 
few years for his tangled financial 
activities, including his involve- 
ment in the scandal-plagued 
Wedtech Corporation. 

The probes have created scan- 
dal but failed to turn up evidence 
of wrongdoing on which to base 
criminal charges. Five weeks ago, 
spatial prosecutor James McKay 
said there was insufficient evi- 
dence to charge Meese with any- 
thing — but he also said the 
probe was continuing. 

Now a new scandal has 
emerged over Meese's involve- 



probed ch 


Meese had im- 


properly helped friends with 
whom he had financial dealings to 


Edwin Meese 


Meese enjoys Reagan's “full con- 
and officials have re- 
jgestions that he resign 
hing he would almost 


fidence’ 
jected s 
— son* 


get government jobs. The inves- 
tigation, which nearly blocked his 
confirmation as attorney general, 
ended with no charges being filed 
against Meese. 

Meese has testified before the 
grand jury investigating the Iran- 
contra scandal, which may indict 
former White House aides John 
Poindexter and Oliver North in 
the Iran scandal. 

Though Meese is not a target, 
he has come under scathing critic- 
ism for his 1986 investigation into 
the Iran scandal after North 
admitted he shredded key docu- 
ments in bis office as Justice 
Department officials worked just 
a few feet away. 

McKay is also investigating 
whether Meese personally pro- 
fited financially from his position, 
in one case whether he gained 


financially in return for helping 
Wedtech, a bankrupt New York 
defence contractor, win army 
contracts. 


certainly have to do if indicted on 
criminal charges. 


ment in a SI -billion Iraqi pipeline 
project and it could well be the 


project and it could well be the 
most serious challenge the attor- 
ney general has faced. There 
have been suggestions that he 
resign rather than subject Presi- 
dent Reagan to further embar- 
rassment. 

The scandal began when it was 
reported that McKay, who has 
been investigating Meese's finan- 
cial affairs for months, was focus- 
ing on a 1985 memo to Meese 
from E. Robert WaJlach. a long- 
time friend and associate who was 
frying to win U.S. government 
backing and funds for the pipe- 
line. 


But the reports have under- 
scored the continuing trouble 
Meese has faced with charges of 
ethical impropriety ana the 
balancing act the White House is 
being forced to perform as it 
struggles to support Meese but 
not impede McKay. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Other financial matters include 
questionable stock transactions 
by a financial consultant in charge 
of Meese’s blind trust, and 
Meese's ownership of stock in 
telephone companies at the same 
time the Justice Department was 
urging a judge to ease restrictions 
on the companies. 


Howard Baker, White House 
chief of staff, said on television 
Jan. 31 that McKay had come to 
the White House to reveal the 


Most corrupt administration 
in U.S. history 


pipeline probe. 
McKay's visit 


The Israeli connection 


The Los Angeles Times, which 
revealed the existence of the 
memo on Jan. 29, said it discus- 
sed a plan to bribe a senior Israeli 
official to help prevent Israeli 
attacks on the pipeline once it 
was built. The project fell 
through and the pipeline was 
never built. 

U-S. law prohibits bribes to 
foreign officials. The law specifi- 
cally says the attorney general 
may take legal action to stop a 
violation when it appears the law 
may be broken. 

Israeli officials have strongly 
rejected reports that bribes were 
paid, and Meese's lawyer, 
Nathan Lewin, denied Meese did 
anything wrong. 

The White House has said 


McKay's visit was significant 
because it was unpiecedented. 
No other indepenoent counsel 
has been known to brief U.S. 
officials on their probes. 

Baker tried to minimise the 
importance of McKay’s visit, 
saying, he came only when he 
found out that a newspaper was 
about to print a stoiy about the 
pipeline affair. But McKay re- 
portedly visited the White HouSe 
Jan. 29, after the Los Angeles 
Times had revealed the memo's 
existence. 

While it is not clear how far 
along McKay is with his probe, it 
is believed the fact he met with 
Baker indicated the issue was 


very serious, more so than pre- 
vious scandals surrounding 
Meese. 


Also probed in 1984 


In 1984. a special prosecutor 


Meese's troubles fit into a 
wider pattern of charges against 
the ethics of the Reagan adminis- 
tration. 

Since Reagan entered the 
White House m 1981, more than 
110 senior officiate have been 
accused of unethical or illegal 
activities, according to a congres- 
sional list, and that total does not 
include toose involved in the 
Iran-contra scandal or the Wed- 
tech investigation. 

The level of official corruption 
uncovered in the last seven years 
has been so high that the New 
York Times recently said in an 
editorial that the administration 
ranks among the most corrupt in 
U.S. history. 

Baker said on tire television 
show he found “intriguing” a 
Tunes story about the similarities 
between Iran-contra — Reagan's 
worst crisis as president — and 
the pipeline scandal, and said he 
would investigate to see if there 
was any significance to the simi- 
larities. 
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The discredited notion 
of ‘outside agitators’ 


By Mohammad Hallaj 


ISRAEL has been caught again 
with its make-up r unnin g. The 
vigorous and sustained popular 
uprising in the occupied territor- 
ies, the vicious Israeli response, 
and universal condemnation have 
left the Zionist myth structure in 
a shambles — at least for the time 
being. Casualties of the uprising, 
in addition to the over 40 Palesti- 
nians dead so far, include some of 
Israel’s most cherished myths. 
These include the absurd notion 
of “benign occupation," the wish- 
fill thinking about the demise of 
the Palestinian question, and the 
illusion of quiescent Palestinian 
subjects. 

Confronted with the untenable- 
task of trying to re-wrap reality in 
ill fitting and worn out mytholo- 
gy, Israel fell back ou the transpa- 
rent and discredited concept of 
“outside agitators” to explain the 
obvious: That people have always 
and everywhere rejected and re- 
sisted foreign military occupa- 
tion. Israel's military occupation 
is even more- provocative than 


nomenon,” and its involvement 
in events in occupied Palestine, 
therefore, is a form of meddling. 
Leaving aside all other relevant 
considerations, suffice it to say 
that this dichotomous view of 
“Palestinians inside” and 
“Palestinians outride” is a distor- 
tion of reality. The PLO — its 
principal leaders, its institutions 
— exist outside Palestine, but the 
PLO is also an indigenous Palesti- 
nian phenomenon and has a pre- 
sence within the occupied terri- 
tories. The PLO is not a club for 
Palestinian exiles; it is the nation- 
al liberation movement of the 
Palestinians and exists wherever 
they exist, including the occupied 
territories. 


allow a preconceived premise to 
override reality. 

The concept of outside agita- 
tors is usually used to describe the 
intervention of third parties 
either to support or to exploit one 
of the protagonists in a conflict. It 
is totally inapplicable to the 
Palestinian situation as far as the 
role of toe PLO is concerned. 


The notion of outside agi- 
tators is compatible with 
the Israeli view that the 
PLO has - become 
irrelevant and must deal 
with other Palestinians. 


The notion of the PLO as 
external to occupied Palestine 
conveniently ignores several facts 
to toe contrary. Among them, it 
ignores the fact that the PLO was 
established in Jerusalem. And it 
ignores the admitted fact that it- 
has a substantial following (and 


at.™ provocative man tberefevre presence) in toe occu- 
otoers for many reasons. Unlike ^ ^{-Bank and Gaza, 
otoer occupations, which usuafly -/Tfie presence of the PLO in the 


plead temporary necessity, 
farad's claims permanent leei- 


farael's claims permanent legi- 
timacy. For that reason, it is even 
less surprising that it provokes 
resistance. But Israel still cannot 
grasp, or face, toe fact that peo- 
ple do not need instructions to get 
angry when their freedoms are 
denied, when their existence is 
threatened, and when their chil- 
dren are shot. 


Tire presence of toe PLO in the 
West Bank and Gaza derives 
from the fact that many Palesti- 
nians in toe occupied territories 
are organisationally and otoer- 


Finallv, it should be said that 
toe view of the PLO as an outside 
agitator is advanced for reasons 
that go beyond toe needs of 
Israeli public relations. It carries 
substantive political implications 
which serve farad’s policy vis-a- 
vis toe Palestine question, the 
PLO, and the occupied territor- 
ies. First, it reinforces the Israeli 
Contention that tofc -Palestine 
Question has been reduced to the 


are organisationally and other- 
wise linked to a group associated 
with toe PLO, be it Fatah, the 
Popular Front, the Democratic 
Front or others. Israeli prisons 
are frill of Palestinians convicted 
by Israeli courts for “mem- 
bership” in the PLO. 


Casualties of the uprising 
include some of Israel’s 
most cherished myths. 


The idea of outside agitators, 
of course, is not an Israeli inven- 
tion. It has been repeatedly in- 
voked by those who wish to evade 
reality. But in the case of the 


present uprising in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza, the notion 


West Bank and Gaza, the notion 
of outside agitators is not only 
wrong but also fallacious. 

The idea postulates that the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion is a “diaspora phe- 


A much larger number of 
Palestinians in toe occupied terri- 
tories are affiliated with the PLO 
by virtue of their national identi- 
ty. The Palestinians tend to think 
that every Palestinian is a “natu- 
ral member” of toe PLO. No 
membership cards or organisa- 
tional links are needed. 

Through those who are organi- 
sationally affiliated with toe PLO 
and those who identify with it, 
the PLO is an indigenous reality 
in toe occupied territories. To 
hold that its involvement in the 
uprising — to toe degree that 
exists — is outside agitation is to 


question has Deem reduced to me 
West Bank and Gaza, that it has 
— as Meron Beuvenisti put it — 
become an internal Israeli prob- 
lem involving an ethnic minority. 
Second, toe notion of outside 
agitators is compatible with the 
Israeli view that toe PLO has 
become irrelevant and, conse- 
quently, that if Israel must deal 
with any Palestinians they must 
be from within toe occupied terri- 
tories and not linked to toe PLO. 


One, of course, can argue on 
behalf of “outside agitators.” 
Often, they are people who share 
the pain of the oppressed but are 
freer to express it. For that 
reason, “outside agitators” have 
often contributed to the eradica- 
tion of injustice in our midst. But 
that is not toe point we wish to 
address here. 


The writer is Director of Pales- 
tine Perspective, Fairfax , Virgi- 
nia. The article is reprinted from 
Middle East International, 
London. 


U.S. denies having detailed Mideast peace plan 

(Continued from page 1) should be talking to toe PLO if Shamir faces ‘challenge 


(Continued from page 1) 

Middle East to continue U.S. 
efforts to bridge differences be- 
tween Israel and the Arabs. 

“It may be that Ambassador 
Murphy will take a quick swing 
around and attempt to work on 
these ideas,” said Shultz. 

Resolution vetoed 

The U.S. ambassador to toe 
U.N., Herbert Okun, explaining 
Monday’s veto at toe Security 
Council, said; 

“It is an untimely effort to 
involve the Security Council on 
issues which are at this time best 
dealt with through diplomatic 
channels.” 

It was toe second time in two 
weeks that Washington had 


they wanted a settlement. 

The veto followed impassioned 


speeches by more than a score of 
nations and last-minute, personal 
pleas from Palestinian leaders, 
including Hana Siniora, editor of 
the newspaper Al Fajr in Jeru- 
salem. 

Crispin TIckell, the British de- 
legate, said: “The report of our 
secretary general points towards 
a way out. Let us take it.” 

Arab League delegate Clovis 
Maksoud said, “this veto today 
constitutes an unfortunate, un- 
wise development and it will 
further erode the effectiveness of 


toe United States in toe pursuit of 
and its contribution to peace.” 


ana its oanmouaon to peace. 

He said it was a cruel interrup- 
tion in the desire for improved 


blocked toe adoption of propos- “ on m toe. assure for unproved 
ate criticising Israeli policies. The Arab- Amen can relations. 

14 other council members voted , M&ksoud tiso said there had 


in favour of Monday's draft. 

The defeated resolution picked 
up Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar's recommenda- 


tion that Israel apply by law in the 
West Bank ana Gaza Strip toe 


West Bank ana Gaza Strip the 
Fourth Geneva Convention on 
the Treatment of Civilians in 
Wartime and “correct its poli- 
cies” there. 

Despite the veto, Perez de 
Cuellar pledged to continue his 
peace efforts. “I don’t feel that 
because this resolution was not 
allowed that I have to be arms- 
crossecL’Mie told reporters. 

In his Jim. 22 report, he again 
called for the convening of a 
U.N.-sponsored international 
peace conference on toe Middle 
East. Israel rejected the idea. 

Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) envoy Zehdi Tend 
rejoined that the Americans 


been a “deafening silence” in toe 
U.S. Congress about the events 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Israeli cabinet sources said 
Sunday the United States had put 
forward new proposals for an 
interim period of limited “seif- 
rule” for the 1.5 million Palesti- 
nians in toe occupied territories. 

However, the proposals — 
which have not been officially 


Shamir faces ‘challenge’ 

The Israeli prime minister, Yit- 
zhak Shamir, faced a challenge 
from hardliners in his own Likud 
party and militant Jewish settlers 
m toe West Bank and Gaza Strip 
Tuesday over his welcome for toe 
U.S. initiative. 

Right-wing Industry ' Minister 
Ariel Sharon and Housing Minis- 
ter David Levy both criticised toe 
U.S. proposals. 

Levy met leaders of toe ultra- 
nationalist settlers and accused 
the Americans of distorting toe 
Camp David peace accords. 

Sharon, who demonstratively 
visited a controversial Jewish out- 
post in the heart of the Gaza Strip 
Monday, called fora massive new 
Israeli settlement drive prior to 
any move on Palestinian 
“autonomy.” 

Shamir's spokesman Avi Paz- 
ner insisted toe prime minister 
had agreed only to. open negotia- 


tions on “full-autonomy based on 
the Camp David .accords.” 

He said Shamir would itemanri 


Israeli “sovereiaity!’ over the en- 
tire West BanjTand Gaza Strip. 
^ Sbamir had not endorsed speci- 
fic U.S. proposals and was wait- 
ing to see whether the Arabs 
were ready to enter negotiations 


ta Washington - on tb 

appeared to be a reformulation of Washington, Pazner raid. “ 
pnuaples set out in the 1978 Dismissing the idea of a revolt 
Ctenro David accords between the against Shamir, an aide to' toe 
United States, Israel and Egypt, prime- minister said: “Levy is 
L&e ran nuance m the new against it and Shamn « 


nv “ttance m new against it and maybe Sharon is 
U.S. position, as outlined by toe against it... but even if they go 

K • appea T i f 0 ^". Shamir is strong enough 

to be that negotiations on toe m toe Likud ” s &* 

mial status of toe occopied terri- Political sources said that 

E3“hS! fl lEE2S “SIS! 


uuuui™ oy me against it... but even if they eo 

K • appea T i f 0 ^". Shamir is strong enough 

to be mat negotiations on toe m toe Likud.” ^ 


Camp David accords. . was unlikely to be put to the test. 








Singapore takes on the 007 journalists 


There is the prospect of worsening relations between the foreign 
press and the Singapore government, reports Roger Matthews, as the 
James Bond School of Journalism " comes under fire. 
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SINGAPORE — The probability 
of a worsening conflict between 
the Singapore government and 
part of the Western media was 
dearly signposted more than 18 
months ago. 

In a colourfully controversial 
speedi to resident foreign corres- 
pondents. Mr. S. Rajaratnam, 
long ago a member of the profes- 
sion but now senior minister in 
the office of Prime Minister Lee 
Kuan Yew, announced his dis- 
covery of the James Bond school 
of journalism. 

Its disciples were apparently on 
the prowl in Asia ana could be 
identified, said the minister, by 
their belief in the 007 journalistic 
licence to destroy the reputation 
of leaders and governments in the 
red on. 

Two British examples of this 
breed cited by the minister were 
Mr. Donald Trelford, editor of 
Hie Observer in London, and 
Mr. John Pilger, formerly of Bri- 
tain’s Daily Mirror. 

He said that it was m anticipa- 
tion of a possible coming conflict 
with the JBJs (James Bond jour- 
nalists) that the government had 
moved to safeguard Singapore by 
amending the Newspaper and 
Printing Presses Act in August 
1986. Under the terms of the 
amended act, the government has 
the power to reduce drastically 
the circulation of a publication 
which it judges to have meddled 
in the domestic politics of Singa- 
pore. 

Those so far found guilty under 
the act have been some of the 


best-known and generally well- 
regarded publications in the re- 
gion: Time magazine, The Asian 
Wal Street ' Journal, Asiaweek 
magazine, and most recently, the 
Far Eastern Economic Review. 
The resident correspondent of 
The Economist newspaper was 
dealt with outside the terms of 
the act. He was banned last year 
from speaking to officials for 
allegedly suggesting a split in the 
cabinet. 

Time, having had its drcolation 
chopped from 18,000 to 2,000 for 
refusing to print in full a letter of 
rebuttal from the government, 
has had the sanction lifted; The 
Asian Wall Street Journal is pur- 
suing the issue through the 
courts; and the Far Eastern Eco- 
nomic Review has announced 
that, rather than see its circula- 
tion cut from 9,000 to 500, it will 
not circulate any copies at all in 


Singapore. 

Mr. Lee Kuan Yew is also 
suing the Review for libel and 
already has a case pending 
against the Sunday Star m neigh- 
bouring Malaysia. 

The government has sought to 
maintain throughout that it is not 
denying the freedom of Singapo- 
reans to read what they wish, but 
rather that it is seeking to prevent 
foreign publications from profit- 
ing financially by writing and 
circulating inaccurate stories ab- 
out Singapore. 

Accordingly, it makes those 
publications available at public 
libraries where readers may also 
photocopy articles in which they 
are interested. So anxious is the 
government to maintain this prin- 
ciple that it is planning to counter 
the decision of the Far Eastern 
Economic Review not to make 
any copies available in Singapore 
by passing legislation to allow for- 
the photocopying and distribu- 
tion — without financia] gain — 
of the magazine. 



What this means for interna- 
tional copyright laws is unclear, 
but it dob seem to imply that a 
publisher may no longer be at 
liberty to decide whether or not 
his publication should be distri- 
buted in Singapore. 

In a country which, although a 
parliamentary democracy, is not 
noted for the vigour of its politic 
al debate, there has been predict- 
ably little public reaction to the 
government's action. 

Privately, some Singaporeans, 
expatriate businessmen and 
Western diplomats believe that 
the restrictions reflect a growing 
government intolerance of critic- 
ism, a common characteristic in 
other countries where a angle 
party has dominated politics for a 
long period. In Singapore, there 
is just one opposition MP in a 
House of 79 members, while local 
newspapers rarely take issue with 
government decisions. 

The U.S. government also re- 
gretted the Singapore govern- 
ment’s action, but what no West- 
ern government or publisher can 
deny is the right of a sovereign 
government to do whatever it 
wishes in a democracy so long as 
it enjoys the support of the 
electorate. 

Although the issue of foreign 
publications in Singapore is un- 
likely to figure prominently on 
the list of topics to be considered 
in the run-up to the general eleo- 
tion expected later this year, the 
government's attitude towards 
them may contribute to the 
perception the voters have of 
their representatives. 

— Financial Times feature. 


Homeless in Europe: ‘Refugees in our land’ 


By Larry Tborson 

The Associated Press 

LONDON — Lyn Griffiths, 23, 
spent 45 weeks in a basement 
room of a bed-and-breakfast 
hotel with her toddler son Shane. 
Her husband was with her for 
three months, but she asked him 
to leave because “we were fif 
ing and arguing and it wasn't : 
on Shane.” 

‘T don’t know if you could 
. imagine living in one tiny room.” 
she said. “You have all your 
possessions in that room, all your 

• clothes, children's toys, your 
. books,, no. floor space. It’s just 
impossible, too claus- 

• trophobicc” 

The Griffiths family is part bf a 
ring tide of the homeless that 
atens to burst through social 
. safely nets in several West Eoro- 

• pean countries. 

They are attracting growing 
r concern, including that of Bri- 
tain's Prince Charles, who has 

• gone incognito to check on the 

• plight of people sleeping out- 
- doors in London. 

The Griffiths at least had a roof 
over their beads, but the hotel 
had no kitchen, so the family ate 
in cafes on a welfare allotment of 
£53 ($95) a week and became ill 
. because of poor nutrition. 

They became homeless after 
moving from London to a new 
‘ job in Dorset in southwest Eng- 
land. The job evaporated and in 
December 1986 they returned 
penniless to London, where the 
number of homeless families rose 
by 45 per cent to 5,750 in the past 
year, with many housed in B-and- 
B hotels. 

Welfare authorities finally put 
the Griffiths fiunily rent-free into 
a two-bedroom apartment in 
November. Husband and wife are 
back together and 3-year-old 
Shane is cheerful and pink- 
cheeked again. 

It was a happy ending for them, 

; but around Western Europe 
many others are living the bitter 
‘ first part of the homeless story, 


including political refugees, im- 
migrants, down-and-onters, the 
poor, the unlucky, abused wives 
and runaways. 

The homeless are “refugees in 
their own land,’’ says a new re- 
port for a British charity, the 
Thomas Coram Foundation for 
Children. It worries that the 
thousands of British youngsters 
crammed into hotels are like the 
“children cast aside on dun- 
gheaps" who inspired the found- 
ing of the charity in 1739. 

In Paris, gray police vans cruise 
in search of the down and out, 
and bundle them to the 100-year- 
old Maison de Nantene iq the 
western suburbs for a shower and 
a bed for the night.: But at Nan- 
tene, “even with all the best 
intentions, it becomes a situation 
which can be a little bestial,’’ 
says Francois Lambert, director 
of a centre’ for the homeless. 
Those people are put back on the 
streets each, morning. 

Political refugees too 

Political refugees and immig- 
rants often turn op among the 
homeless or people receiving 
housing assistance, according to a 
survey by Associated Press 
bureaus in Western Europe. 

In Sweden, an estimated 
20,000 refugees took up one- 
quarter of the 1986 social welfare 
budget of 4 billion kronor ($660 
million) which helped 308,800 
households meet their needs. 

The number of the truly home- 
less in Europe is probably not on 
the scale of the United States, 
where federal government esti- 
mates range from 250,000 to 2 
million — approaching 1 per cent 
of the U.S. population. 

West European countries 
almost all have laws requiring the 
government to house everyone, 
and Europeans tend to look with 
some amazement at tales of the 
homeless living amidst limousine 
luxury in the United States. 

“You can’t compare our sys- 
tem to the U S-," said Kurt 
Danielssoo, information secret- 


ary at the ministry of social affairs 
in Sweden. 

“According to Swedish law, 
every person in this country has 
the right to a place to live and the 
society is obliged to help in all 
possible ways." 

The numbers double 

The number of homeless 
households receiving help in Eng- 
land doubled from 52,700 in 1979 
to 102,980 in 1986, according to 
government statistics. That 
period 1 
Minister Ms 


iod coincides with Prime 
Margaret Thatcher's te- 
nure, which has seen a rolling 
back of the welfare state and a 
drop in spending, .on public 
housing. 

Much of Britain's homelessness 
is concentrated in London, which 
has unemployment well below 
the 9.5 per cent national level and 
draws people with prospects of 
jobs. 

The bed-and-breakfast solution 
is widely criticised as extravagant- 
ly expensive. London boroughs 
spent £62 million ($113 million) 
in 1987 on such housing, paying 
hotels £200-500 ($360-900) a 
week to house a family — more 
than enough to make mortgage 
payments on a new house. But 
the law makes no provision for 
the poor to be given title to 
homes, only to bouse them. 

The south London borough of 
Lambeth issued an appeal in 
November to owners of vacant 
houses to lease their properties at 
attractive rents, with the borough 
taking over maintenance. The 
borough got a surprisingly vigor- 
ous response, and was able to 
bouse immediately some 20 fami- 
lies of former Vietnamese boat 
people who were evicted from a 
bed-and-breakfast hotel. 

Charities report a problem of 
burnout among British social 
workers, who know they have no 
real solution — a home — to 
offer. “This leads to a situation 
where powerless workers are 
talking to the powerless home- 
less, with all the distress this 
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A street scene in Pare. The placard says: “We live oa the street, our baby b 20 months old. We are 
hungry. Tftuink you fbr your kindness.” 


brings on both sides,” said a 
Coram Foundation report. 

Numbers swell in winter 

In winter, the number requir- 
ing assistance swells. In France, 
the authorities supply accom- 
modation for 30,000 homeless 
through most of the year, but 
38,000 in the winter. 

The migration of the homeless 
to Paris in the winter is a “very 
important phenomenon,” said 
Philippe Lafouge, director of die 
city social aid office. The winter 
influx includes seasonal workers, 
people from the north of France 
and some foreigners, be said. 

During northern, Europe’s se - 
vere winter two years ago, home- 
less people froze to death in 
Paris, most of them tramps. Some 
refuse to go to shelters run by 
charities, saying they do better on 
their own. 

The intentionally homeless are 
one thing, the aggressively home- 
less another. They are the squat- 
ters, a subclass of the youth pro- 
tests that swept Western Europe 
in the late 1960s. Squatters 
showed most dramatically in Hol- 
land. and they still invade vacant 
;rties, housing themselves 
drawing attention to hous- 
ing shortages. 

“In some cases, people squat 
because they need space for their 
political activities,” said an Am- 
sterdam squatter who gave only 
his first name, Leo. “People find 
it important to live as a group. 
Then you pretty much have to 
squat." 

The Dutch welfare system, 
however, is geared to providing a 
home to all comers. Marius Nuy, 
a researcher at Nijmegen Uni- 
versity, said the government 
nds 

($2 

for the homeless. 

Nuy said the homeless tend to 
be single, with little education, 
low social skills and little chance 
of finding a job. About 120,000 of 
Holland’s 14 million people are 
homeless, he said. 

In Italy, officials do not have 
statistics on the homeless, whose 
number appears to be increasing. 
People can be seen sleeping in 
doorways in downtown Rome or 
huddled in blankets near the cen- 
tral railway station. 

Mother Teresa, winner of the 
Nobel Peace Prize, and her Sis- 
ters of Charity Order stepped in 
and are buildmg a 74-bea shelter 
for the homeless inside Vatican 
city. 

Pope John Paul n set aside 
space in the Vatican for the shel- 
ter, which will have sleeping, 
dining and bathing facilities. 

In West Germany and Bel- 
dam, officials said slum boosing 
was a bigger problem than 
homelessness. 

The West Germans estimate 
about 100,000 ret shelter out of a 
population of 61 million, but ab- 
out 700,000 are in inadequate 
housing. The Belgians sheltered 
about 15,000 out of 10 million, 
and reckon there are some 30,000 
slum dwellings in Brussels, the 
capital. 

Nicole Brasseur, who is in 
charge of housing for greater 
Brussels, says the city is heading 
for a serious housing shortage. 

“Rents are representing an in- 
creasing part of income for lower- 
income people (43 per cent for 
those earning less than 500,000 
francs, or £14,300 a year),” she 
said. “The number of homeless is 
sure to rise in Brussels.” 


spends 50-75 million guilders 
($25-37.5 million) yearly on care 



The public library’s park in central Nablus (File photo) 


50 Israeli women visit Nablus 


By Rayna Moss 

FIFTY Israeli women in the cen- 
tre of Nablus draw as much atten- 
tion as would a group of nudists. 
In the tension ridden atmosphere 
of the occupied territories, we are 
aware of the stares and questions 
we cause, but there seems no way 
to explain ourselves at this stage. 

We are soon approached by 
four young men. “Do any of you 
speak Arabic?” I say I do. “Do 
you have airy business with the 
municipality here? Are you wait- 
ing for someone?" The tones are 
cold but polite, the expressions 
severe. “We are a delegation' of 
democratic Israeli women here to 
express solidarity with the resi- 
dents of the occupied territories.” 
The four break into smiles and 
the wovd&Harakat aJSalaam (the 
peace movement) are repeated 
over and over while some dozens 
of people crowd dose to hear the 
conversation and other such 
groups are formed. “What parties, 
are you from?” “The entire left," ' 
we answer, “the Progressive List, 
Democratic Front for Peace and 
Equality, Democratic Women's 
Movement, the feminist move- 
ment. we’re all united today.” 
That’s fine. 1 ” 

One woman asks why all the 
questions. “People are nervous, 
you know," he answers. “We saw 
yon are all women, but still 
wanted to see who you are. We 
see that you’re good people and 
thank you for your solidarity. We 
welcome you and all Israelis who 
love peace. Welcome to Nablus, 
ahlan wa sahlan.” 

We are soon bombarded with 
invitations to meet unionists, to 
visit homes of detainees and mar- 
tyrs, to witness the destruction 
the Israeli army has inflicted dur- 
ing the past weeks. Many come 
forward to speak about the 
hardships they suffer. "We live in 
a dty, but now it’s just like a 
refugee camp.” There is also 
advice: We won’t be allowed to 
enter Balata camp, the army is 
camped outside and there’s no 
use trying. "Let them try," some- 
one else says, “they should see 
what their army does. Maybe 
they’ll be aOowcd." It seems no 


one is sure if the curfew on the 
camp is still on. 

Soon we are met by members 
of the local women's union, who 
will take us to Far’a refugee 
camp, and Tubas, a nearby vil- 
lage. As we wait for taxis, the 
crowd around us grows to over a 
hundred. When we arrive in 
Far'a, this scene repeats itself. 
Here, an older woman 
approaches us. as long who we 
are. A few minutes later we are 
surrounded by what seems to be 
half the camp’s population. Chil- 
dren of 14 and 15 who had been 
detained for 18 days in the in- 
famous Far’a prison are brought 
forward to speak about their ex- 
periences. Were you beaten? 
What do you think, an older boy 
answers, they weren't taken on a 
field trip. The conversation is 
mainly in Hebrew — almost all 
working men work inside the ’48 
borders. The tones are angry. 
Far’a camp has two martyrs. 12 
wounded and 28 detained await- 
ing trial. “Why don’t we hear 
your voice if you want peace so 
badly?” “What have you been 
doing all this time while our 
uprising was going on?” It is 
useless to speak about the pick- 
ets and demonstrations which 
took place all over Israel. The 
people are convinced we could 
have done much more. “Why 
didn’t you come when we were 
demonstrating?” “You’re always 
too late". “At least they come 
now”, another says, “let them 
write about us in their papers. 
You should know that your army 
is like a Nazi army — we’re 
treated like you were in 
Europe.’’ 

A separate group of women 
forms in a side alley, but doesn't 
mix with the main group. Some 
Israeli women go to them and 
soon women pour from the sur- 
rounding houses. Others lean 
out of balconies. Mothers of 
detainees, schoolgirls, women 
who treated the wounded and hid 
children from the army, all are 
eager to talk. 

We walk through the camp 
using alleys and paths pointed out 
by the children. They know that if 
the army sees us and the dozens 


of local people who have joined 
us, we will be declared an illegal 
demonstration and trouble will 
come. As it is, people lean out of 
windows to ask if there’s a de- 
monstration today and if we've 
come to participate. “No demon- 
stration today,” our hosts 
answer. “Too bad. they should 
see what happens!” At this stage 
we learn that three of our taxis 
have been stopped at the roadb- 
lock and turned back to Nablus, 
after the commanding officer de- 
clared the place a “closed military 
area”. Only local residents are 
allowed in. A young man who 
happened to be in one of the taxis 
is let in. but is then caught by the 
soldiers patrol who have been 
alerted to look out for him. He is 
accused of being our organiser 
and beaten before being released. 

In Tubas, two families join 
their mourning. We drink bitter 
coffee and join the women. A 
relative describes one of the mar- 
tyrs’ deaths, his courage and hon- 


our. Another woman recites a 
poem by Mahmoud Darwish and 
the bereaved mothers bursts into 
tears. Later we visit some of the 
wounded. A grandmother de- 
scribes the way" she stood in her 
doorway telling the soldiers they 
could arrest her but not her chil- 
dren. A young girl who was 
wounded bv a live bullet is afraid 
to sleep in the hospital for fear of 
being arrested there. Another tells 
us about her aunt, who recently 
underwent surgery but refused to 
stay in bed to" help care for the 
wounded. Food was prepared 
collectively and handed out in the 
streets to allow as many people as 
possible to join “our popular 
uprising.” Older women pre- 
pared wet blankets to throw over 
tear gas grenades. Their pride in 
their mobilisation is great, yet 
they are bitter and angry. “We 
are fighting for our homeland, 
our dignity and for peace. Why 
do they kill us?" — Middle East 
International. London. 


The worst punishment 


The following article by Gadi 
Yakov of the Israeli newspaper 
AI Hamishmar is reprinted from 
the London-based Middle East 
International. 

“WHAT IS IT that you can’t 
understand about it? Expulsion is 
the most severe punishment at 
our disposal, which is why we 
must be allowed to impose it.” a 
friend serving as a professional 
officer in the IDF asked me dur- 
ing a discussion we had about 
Israel’s strong arm policy in the 
territories. A senior army officer, 
he added for my enlightenment 
that “no other measure Is more 
effective with the population of 
the territories." 

“What makes expulsion such 
an effective punishment?" I 
asked, trying to draw him out.. 
“After all, arrest and detention 
are, on first sight, far worse 
punishments. The man you have 
expelled can live a normal life 
among his nearest and dearest; he 
can work, have fun and see the 
world. A prisoner, on the other 
hand, is cut off from the world. 


stuck in a narrow room in condi- 
tions of appalling over-crowding 
and subjected to a harsh and 
cruel regime. So why shouldn't 
we jail them rather than expel 
them?" "What’s so difficult to 
understand here?" the officer re- 
plied impatiently. “Obviously, 
ou don’t know the Arabs. I 
now’ them, and I am telling you 
that these Arabs just love meir 
homeland. That's 100 per cent 
true. You can’t imagine how 
much they love it. They prefer 
sitting in jail in this country' to 
living comfortably in exile." 

“So, all you conclude from the 
Arab trait of greatly loving one's 
homeland is that expulsion is an 
effective punishment." I ques- 
tioned him. “1 can't see what you 
are getting at." he replied in a 
puzzled way. Yet the man is a 
senior officer, an academic and a 
graduate of a 3-year course in 
Middle East Studies. “Don’t lose 
faith now. just calmly pay atten- 
tion to what he says and restrain 
yourself," I had to tell myself as I 
listened to him. 




The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1 si Circle. JabaiAmm3n. near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Take away (s available 

Open daily 12:00-5:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 

Chinese Flaming poi is available 

Takeaway available 

Open dailv 12:00- I>30 
1 8:00 -23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

\ Tel: 661922 / 


/ CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 


CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 

Take-away service 

Open daily Noon - 5:30p.m. 

& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 
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P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 
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Moves launched for 
participation in Olympic 


professional basketball 


By Nesha Starcevic 
The Associated Press 


FRANKFURT — American professional basketball 
stars could be playing Olympic basketball in 1992 if 
the International Amateur Basketball Federation 
(FIB A) congress approves its governing board’s 
recommendation. 


tary- 

Mo 


Stankovic said Monday the gov- 
erning board has proposed a 
change in eligibility rules that 
would open the Olympics and 
world championships to men and 
women professionals. 

The board will convene an ex- 
traordinary F1BA congress in 
April 19S9 to put the proposal to 
vote. 

“Under the proposal, national 
basketball association stars would 
be able to play at the Olympics 
and world championships,'’ 
Stankovic told the Associated 
Press. 

The move has to be formally 
approved by FIBA’s extraordin- 
ary congress in April 1989 in 
Munich, West Germany, but be 
said there were “excellent 
chances" that it will be accepted. 

if the congress votes in favour 
of the proposal, NBA and other 
professionals would be eligible for 
the 1990 world championships in 
Argentina and the 1992 Olympics 
in Barcelona. Spain. 

FIBA has 173 member federa- 
tions and a simple majority of 


those present at the congress is 
required to pass the move, Stank- 
ovic said in a telephone interview 
with the AP from FIBA head- 
quarters in Munich. 

The governing board met in 
Munich Sunday and approved the 
proposal by a vote of 18-4, Satn- 
kovic said. The board has 31 
members but only 22 attended. 

Opposition 

U.S., Soviet, Cuban and 
Bulgarian officials opposed the 
proposal to open the Olympics to 
professionals. But the board con- 
sists of elected officials who are 
not necessarily speaking for their 
federations, Stankovic said. 

“The federations can officially 
vote only at the congress,” he 
said. 

“We think there are excellent 
chances that the congress will 
accept the board's recommenda- 
tion," said Stankovic, a Yugoslav 
whose term as secretary-general 
was extended by the board until 
1996. 

"The move to allow profession- 
als to compete at the Olympics 


and world championships is pri- 
marily directed at opening these 
events to NBA stars,” Stankovic 
said. 

He said FIBA had already 
talked with International Olym- 
pic Committee (IOC) officials ab- 
out the proposal and "they are all 
for it." 

IOC President Juan Antonio 
Samaranch has led a drive to 
allow more professionals to com- 
pete at the Olympics, including 
tennis and hockev stars. 


The IOC usual iy follows e lia- 


bility rules put forward by 
federations governing individual 
sports. 

Stankovic said the U.S. mem- 
ber of the board. Bill Wall, 
opposed the move because the 
U.S. federation wasn't sure the 
NBA would go along and make 
provisions in its calendar that 
would free the league’s stars for 
the Olympics. 

Also, the Americans are con- 
cerned that the inclusion of NBA 
stars would make the U.S. teams 
virtually unbeatable, making 
Olympic tournaments a no-con- 
test, he said. 

"We of course know the U.S. 
would win everything for the time 
being but we also mink that the 
only way the others can improve 
is by playing against the best," 
Stankovic said. “It would make 
basketball more attractive and 
will improve the game in the long 
run.” 



Seoul expects profits from Olympics 


SEOUL (AP) — Seoul expects a profit from this year’s Summer 
Olympics in the South Korean capital, organisers said Tuesday. 
Olympic organising committee officials said total income now was 
expected to reach about SI. 19 billion, about S196 million most 
than originally expected. Organisers bad tried to make ends meet 
by setting both income and expenditures at $997 million, although 
the games are expected to cost up to $3 billion, including indirect 
costs such as investment in road expansion and environmental 
projects. The officials stud the revenue beyond that originally 
anticipated would come from sources ranging from emblem ana 
ticket sales to sales of commemorative corns. Officials said much 
of the income would come from sales of television rights, 
expected to exceed $404 million. 


5 cities bid to host 1994 Winter Gaines 


LAUSANNE (R) — Five cities met the deadline for applying to 
stage the 1994 Winter Olympic Games, the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) has said. An IOC spokeswoman said Monday 
that Anchorage in Alaska, Oestersund in Sweden and Sofia made 


their formal applications before the deadline of Sunday midnight 
Lillehammer (Norway), a previous unsuccessful bidder like the 


other three, and Lausanne, where the IOC is based, submitted 
their bids last month. The Spanish town of Jaca had been 
expected to apply to host the games. But the spokeswoman said 
no application was received by the deadline. The choice for 1994 
will be made in Seoul on Sept. 15 during this year’s Summer 
Olympics. 


Budd not welcome, says New Zealand 


WELLINGTON (AP) — South African-born runner Zola Budd 
is not welcome in New Zealand for the world cross-country 
championships in March. Federal Minister for Sport and Recrea- 
tion reter Tapsell said Tuesday. Budd has been selected for the 


British team to compete at the championships, scheduled to be 

‘The fact 


held in Auckland on March 26. "The fact that under 1AAF 
(international Amateur Athletic Federation) rules Budd is 
eligible to run in the race doesn’t mean that the government 
considers it acceptable for her to take part," Tapsell said in a 
statement. "We don’t want her here and believe the rules should 
be changed to exclude all holders of passports of convenience. I 
shall make that quite dear when the championships are held." 
Although Budd is a British citizen. Tapsell said he could 
understand why many people regarded her as a South African. 


Portsmouth wins cup tie 


LONDON ( R> — Portsmouth manager Alan Bali, midfield star 
of England's 1966 World Cup triumph, said it was typical of his 
team they made things difficult for themselves in'the F. A. cup tie 
Monday against Sheffield United. Ball said after First -Division 
Portsmouth beat their Second-Division rivals 2-1 in a home 
fourth-round match: "We gave them an early goal but that's my 
team for you. They can’t do anything easily." Portsmouth were a 
goal down in 21 'seconds to Tony Philliskirk. They equalised 
through Kevin Dillon after 26 minutes and Mick Quinn stooped to 
head “the winner seven minutes later. Portsmouth next plays 
Bradford City, another Second-Division side, for a place in tne 
quarter-finals. 


MAID WANTED 


f t A Jordanian family needs a maid to work for and live 
with the family. 


Please call tel. 641080/652747. 


NBC-ABC 
dispute 
flares over 
Calgary 
coverage 


CALGARY, Alberta (R) — A 
bitter row has broken out be- 
tween U.S. television network 
NBC and rights-holding rivals 
ABC over coverage of this 
month's Water Olympics. 

And the dispute could flare up 
again at September’s Seoul Sum- 
mer Games unless the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee (IOC) 
address the problem, NBC execu- 
tive producer Bob Eaton told 
Reuters Monday. 

Eaton said NBC had been 
angered by an IOC ruling last 
month preventing them from 
transmitting pictures of the Win- 
ter Games from the main press 
centre, traditionally the base for 
non-rights holding broadcasters 
during an Olympics. 

The decision will force NBC to 
transport edited tape of the 
games from the centre to another 
point in Calgary for transmission. 

Eaton blamed the ruling on 
ABC, who paid $309 million for 
the games' U.S. television rights. 

“I’m sure ABC requested it 
from the IOC," he said in a 
telephone interview from his 
office in Burbank, California. 

"ABC are obviously trying to 
safeguard their rights to the 
games but this is just overkill." 

And he warned NBC, which 
holds the U.S. broadcast rights to 
the Seoul Olympics, could be 
forced into tit-for-tat reprisals 
against ABC and ocher non-rights 
holders in Seoul unless the lOC 
establish a clear set of rules. 

We’ve not looked at it yet but 
Tohibitine non-rights holders 
m broadcasting from the press 
centre is one recourse open to 
us," Eaton said. 

"They ((the IOC) should set 
down some guidelines for what 
non-rights holders can and cannot 
do. It should not be left floating,” 
he said. 

"Certainly it would have been 
a lot easier for us if we’d been 
told a year ago ‘no you can’t do 
that," Eaton added. 

Eaton said NBC were notified 
of the IOC ruling on Jan. 8 after 
discussing their press centre 
transmission plans with games’ 
organisers since March last year. 

"We were not pleased,” he 
understated. "It put nearly a 
year’s work to waste. 

“We’ve talked to the IOC in an 
attempt to overturn the ruling but 
I don't believe that will happen. I 
think it's hard and fast now.” 


£ 


Redskins give NFC four Super Bowl 


victories in a. row, set eyes on 1988 


SAN DIEGO, California (AF) — 
Super Bowl winners don’t repeat. 
So, after the Washington Red- 
skins lost to New York in the 
National Football Conference 
(NFC) title game a year ago, 
Charles Mann was rooting for tne 
Giants in the Super Bowl. That 
way, the Redskins would have a 
chance this year. 

Mann's double wish came true 
Sunday when the Redskins went 
on a record breaking binge that 
included 35 second-quarter points 
to rout the Denver Broncos 42- 
10, becoming the fourth straight 
NFC team to capture a lopsided 
National Football League (NFL) 
championship. 

That led Redskins coach Joe 
Gibbs to face the inevitable ques- 
tions Monday about the difficulty 
of repeating as NFL champion. 
No team this decade has won two 


straj 


raight Super Bowls. 
Gibbs' respt 


to 


use: "I just want 
our division first.” 


last two Super Bowl win- 
ners, the Giants and Redskins, 
came from the NFC East, and 
Gibbs said he believes it's the 
toughest division in football. 

“I thought that if any team 
around could repeat it was the 
Giants because they were solid at 
every position,” he said of last 
year's champions, who fell victim 
to a terrible strike team, injuries 
and post-Super Bowl malaise, 
finishing last in the division with a 
6-9 record. 

That gives the Giants an easy 
last-place schedule next season. 
They get to play Detroit twice and 
Kansas City, while the Redskins 
are facing the likes of Chicago 
and Cleveland. 

“I think the Giants are mad 
about what happened this year 



Doug 


and will come roaring back,* 
Gibbs said. "I think Philadelphia 


lopsided game is difficult to 
understand.” 

Offensive tackle Mark May 
said after Sunday’s game the 
Redskins were able to outmuscle 
the Broncos — as the Giants did 
— because they are used to 
physical games within the divi- 
sion. 

Gibbs said tbe same thing 
Monday. 


is coming on, and so are the 
Cardinals." 

The NFC has won the last four 
Super Bowls by a composite score 
of 165-56 with 14 of those 56 
points coming on fourth-quarter 
touchdowns as tbe NFC team was 
cruising with a big lead. In fact, 
the fewest points by any NFC 
Super Bowl team over that period 
was the 38 scored by San Francis^ 
co in its 38-16 victory over Miami 
in 1985. 

Gibbs refused to acknowledge 
conference domination. 

“Each of those games are total- 
ly separate,” he said. "2 don't see 
it as AFC-NFC. Each of those 
teams got hot for a day. What 
takes over and contributes to a 


"When you come out of our 
division, it’s a physical division. 
Every team in mere is a physical 
football team,” he said. "When 
you play Philadelphia, they are 
knocking you around. The Giants 
beat you up and the Cardinals 
and Dallas can hurt you.’’ 

That, of course, is one hurdle 
for Washington. 


Internal contention 


There also is expected to be 
some contention for the quarter- 
back spot between 26-year-old 
Jay Schroeder, the incumbent en- 
tering this season, and 32-year- 
old Doug Williams, who threw 
for a record 340 yards and four- 
touchdowns to be named the 


;'s most valuable player. The 
! yards, 306 of them in the first 
half, was one of 10 Super Bowl 
records set by the Redskins. The 
four TD’s tied a super bowl mark. 

Gibbs said he believed there 
was a lot to be said for intrateam 
competition, the same kind he 
will have at running back with 
George Rogers, Kelvin Bryant 
and Timmy Smith. Smith, a sur- 
prise starter in Rogers’ place, set 
another record with 204 yards 
rushing,yet gotjust a half a vote 
for MVP to Williams' KM. 

Smith’s rushing and Williams’ 
passing contributed to yet 
another record — 602 total yards 
offense, which also included 193 
yards receiving by Ricky Sanders, 
another record by another non- 
MVP. 

"I don't think we’re a dominant 
team," Gibbs said. “It's so fleet- 
ing in the NFL today. In 
Washington, everyone wants you 
to win every game or they get on 
you. 

"For a coach it would be great 
if you’re retiring. Or may be just 


let the team quit and not play the 
a Bui 


-next year after it wins a -super 
BowL" 



Australia's David Boon in action 


Australia scrapes through to draw 


with England in bicentennial test 


SYDNEY ( AP) — Opening bats- 
id Boo 


man David Boon hit career-best 
184 not out Tuesday to help 
Australia salvage a draw from its 
bicentennial test cricket match 
against England at the Sydney 
cricket ground 

Boon hit the sixth test century 
of his career to guide Australia to 
328 for two in its second innings 
after following on from a first 
innings of 214. 

England made 425 in its first 
innings. 

The game was terminated a 
half hour early by mutual agree- 
ment and to the dismay or the 
8,654 fans who had remained in 
the hopes of seeing Boon get his 
double century. 

Australian captain Allan Bor- 
der was unbeaten on 48 when 
play ended. 

Border said he was stung by 
mid-test criticism of bis team’s 
first innings performance. 

“I was shocked at the criticism. 
We go well for six months and 
then get criticised for one day," 
he said. 


CRICKET 


Since last October, Australia 
has won the World Cup in India, 
won a test series against New 
Zealand 1-0 and the World Series 
Cup over Sri Lanka and New 
Zealand. 

Border praised Boon for his 
application in spending the entire 
second innings of 492 minutes at 
the crease to save Australia. 

"ft was text book stuff how he 
played the turning ball," he said. 

Boon, who was named man of 
the match, said he was greatly 
satisfied. 

“Today's century was more im- 
portant than any ton I’ve hit and 
it's terribly pleasing to get 
against England,” he said. 

England captain Mike Gatting, 
suffering from the flu, didn't take 
the field after lunch Tuesday. 

“We just couldn't finish them 
off," he said. 

Despite the build-up and the 


presence of many cricketing 
legends, the match to celebrate 
200 years of while settlement in 
Australia was a disappointment, 
only coming alive Sunday daring 
Australia’s dramatic first innings 
collapse. 

Any chance of a positive result 
disappeared after 200 minutes 
were lost to bad light on the third 
and fourth days and the game will 
most probably be remembered 
for the performances of Boon and 
England opener Chris Broad. 

Broad, Boon’s predecessor as 
cricketer of the year, would nor- 
mally have been in line for man of 
the match after his 139 in the first 
innings. 

But his petulant reaction fof- 


it 


lowing his dismissal by Steve 
Waugh, when he knocked his leg 


stump out of the mound with his 
bat, rained his chances. 

Broad, fined £500 for his mis- 
demeanour, was also guilty of 
misbehaviour during the first test 
of the recent controversial tour of 
Pakistan and many here believed 
he should have been sent home. 
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(Indonesia announces 
million 

takarTA (AP) — A 10,000- minutes, 13.81 seconds, set fr 


island of Bah April 3 will pajy a 
total of $1 milli on in special prizes 
if both the men’s and women’s 
world records fell, the chairman 
of the Indonesian Amateur 
Athletic Federation (IAAF) said 

Bo^fiasan said entries would 
.include Marc Nenow of the Un- 
ited States and Elizabeth Lynch 

-- De- 

itates 



The winner of the men’s race 
will receive $30,000, and the win- 
ner of the women’s race $25,000, . 
he said, adding that the u million- 
dollar marathon" also would 
offer $500,000 each for a men’s or 

women’s world record. — __ - , 

The prizes for world records runners from Kenya, Japan, 
are being offered personally by Mexico, Ireland, Australia, ^New 
Hasan, who owns several big 
companies, including a timber 
and plywood company. 

Tbe current men's record is 27 


minutes, 13.81 seconds, set by 
Fernando Mamede of Portugal in 
1984 and the women’s mark is 
30:13.74, set by Ingrid Kristian- 
sen of Norway in 1986. ' 

Hasan said he was confident 
that one or both records would 
fell in the second annual Bali 
10 , 000 -metre nm. 

Nenow and McCotaan won the 
inaugural Bah 10,000 m February 
last year, when McColgan beat 
Kristiansen- Nenow’s time then 
was 2837, and McColgan’s 31:57. 

Hasan said both have indicated 
they would be in top form to run 
for the “big ^ 

Nenow has run the 10,000 m 27 
minutes, 22 seconds, and McCol- 
gan has run 31:07. 

Hasan said leading distance 


muiw, Utiau«, * 

Zealand, France, Italy, West 
Germany, Canada, Britain and 
the United States have sent m 
official entry forms. 


Row over rules overshadows 


boxing world title fight 


LONDON (AP) — Frank Tate, 
the unbeaten American mid- 
dleweight who begins bis defence 
of the International Boxing Fed- 
eration (IBF) tide against Bri- 
tain's Tony Sibson next weekend, 
met his opponent for the first 
Hm p. Monday and also gained first 
band experience of the bitter 
regulations wrangle that sur- 
rounds the contest. 

Tate, the 1984 Olympic light 
middleweight champion, meets 
the vastly experienced Briton at 
the Bingley Hall, Stafford, in 
central England Sunday. 

For the 24-year-old American, 
it is the first defence of the title he 
won by outpointing Michael Ola- 
jide last October. For 29-year-old 
Sibson, who has lost world tide 
challenges against “Marvellous” 
Marvin Hagler and Britain’s De- 
nnis Andries, it is regarded as his 
last chance to win a world crown. 

At a news conference to prom- 
ote the contest, however, the two 
fighters were annoyed that most 
oldie talk was about a war of 
words raging between IBF and 
die British Boxing Board of Con- 
trol. 

Sibson said he was died of 
being pestered in the gym about 
the dispute, while Tate’s trainer, 
Jesse Reid, threatened to walk 
out-of the conference because no 
one was asking his fighter any 
questions. 

As with virtually all IBF title 
fights, the contest is over 15 
rounds. But in line with the two 


other global authorities, the 
World Boxing Council and World 
Boxing Association, the British 
officials refuse, on the grounds of 
safety, to recognise any contest 
over 12 rounds. 

If the fight goes ahead on 
British soil, Sibson and his prom- 
oter Frank Warren, stand to lose 
their licenses. 

Warren said he still intended to 
go ahead with the fight, being 
screened Kve by NBC on an 
afternoon show in the United 
States, and had a- full card 
arranged despite the British 
board’s opposition and refusal to 
supply officials. 

"There will be IBF officials 
present,” Warren, who is thre- 
atening to sue the board for 
alleged restraint of trade, said. 

The IBFs European spokes- 
man, John Robinson, announced 
that Frank Cappuccino from Phi- 
ladelphia woula referee the world 
title fight and the judges would be 
Torben Hansen of Denmark, Joe 


Pasquale of New Jersey and Dr. 
Clark 


Sammantino, from Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island. 

Sibson, who has a 55-6-1 record 
dating back to April 1976, said 
the wrangle had affected his pre- 
paration in a big way. 

"I’ve beard a. lot of rumours 
about what might happen to the 
fight or to me and I’ve been 
pestered in the gym about it 
That’s not the sort of preparation 
I need for a world title fight,’’ he 
said. 


Positive tests show steady rise 
in use of dope by sportsmen 


COLOGNE, West Germany (R) 


— The number of positive dope 
analysed by 


moratory, said 1987 
record 111 positive 


tests on sportsmen 
one of tbe world’s leading labor- 
atories rose sharply last year for 
the fourth consecutive year, tes- 
ters said Tuesday. 

Professor Manfred Donike, 
one of the world's top experts ou 
doping in sport and head of the 
Cologne labor 
produced a 
results — 4.41 per cent of those 
tests done at domestic and inter- 
national events. 

The figure represented an in- 
crease of more than 400 per cent 
since 1983 when only 0.90 per 
cent of 1,535 tests analysed were 
positive. 

In 1986. 3.65 per cent of the 
2,165 tests analysed — most of 
them from events held in West 


Germany — proved positive. 
Donike said the in ere: 


But Donike said tne increase 
did not necessarily mean the bat- 
tle against the use of drugs in 
sport was being lost. 

“Doping controls have sparked 
off a learning process among 
sports federations but we are still 
a long way from the solution of 
the problem,” he told a news 
conference. 


Donike said last year’s figures 
were heavily influenced by a 


dramatic rise in positive tests 
among body builders. He said 71 


of 236 tests on body builders, 
almost a third, showed evidence 
of drugs, mostly anabolic ster- 
oids. 

But he said tests on body buil- 
ders had begun only recently and 
he was sure the results would 
have a deterrent effect, leading to 
a big improvement this year. 

Donike said the biggest prob- 
lem in sport was the increasing 
use of anabolic steroids whies 
accounted for three-quarters of 
the drugs found. 

"There is a changing pattern 
with dope in sport,” be said. 
‘Twenty years ago just about all 
cyclists used amphetamines. Now 
their use has virtually vanished. 
Instead we have the growing use 
of steroids in many sports.” 

Donike said he was alarmed to 
find, for the first time, five cases 
involving probenedde, a drug 
used to mask anabolic steroids in 
the body. 

He said there was evidence that 
probenedde had been widely 
used in the United States over the 
past year or two and that sports- 
men at the Pan- American Games 
and World Athletics Cham- 
pionships in Rome last year had 
employed it to avoid detection of 
steroids. 

The drug was banned by the 
International Olympic Commit- 
tee only last September. 


Stoltenberg, Zvereva head list 
of world junior tennis aces 


LONDON- (AP) — Australia's 
Jason Stoltenberg and Natalia 
Zvereva of the Soviet Union were 
foe world's leading junior tennis 
players of 1987, tbe International 
Tennis Federation (ITF) 
announced Tuesday. 

Stoltenberg, 17, who last 
month reached the fourth round 
of die Australian Open, headed 
the boys’ end-of-year rankings, 
while 16-year-old Zvereva, who 
won the junior titles at the French 
Open, Wimbledon and U.S. 


Open championships, topped the 
girls’ list, which shows no Amer- 


ican players in the top 20. 

The rankings are based on 106 
ITF sanctioned junior events held 
in the year. 

_ Stolteobeig began 1987 by win- 
ning the Australian Open junior 
singles tide, was runner up in the 
equivalent competitions at both 
tbe French and Wimbledon 


championships and reached tbe 
semifinal of the U.S. Open 
junior tournament 

Behind him in the boys’ rank- 
ings coma Alejandro Aramburu 
of Peru with Andrei Chersakov of 
the Soviet Union third. The lead- 
ing American is fourth place! Jim 
Courier with countryman David 
Wheaton ranked three places be- 
hind. 

By contrast, the leading Amer- 
ican in the girls’ list is Ann 
Grossman at No. 22. The top 
ten includes three Soviets, 
Zvereva. Elena Brioukhovets 
fo. 4) and Natalia Medvedeva 
to. 8 ). 

Zvereva, who reached the last 
16 of the main competition at 
Wimbledon, ended the year rank- 
ed No. 20 on the senior list. 

Holding second place behind 
Zvereva in the junior ranking is 
GabrieJa Mosca of Argentina. 
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Jordanian-Iraqi company 
to buy 150 Renault trucks 

By a Jordan Tims Staff writer 

AMMAN — The Frendt company Renault Vehicles Industrie^ 
(BVphas won a JD 3.927 million contract from the Iraqi-Jordanian 
v 0 ” Trapsp 01 "* Company (ULTC) to provide 150 trucks to help 
bocffit ULTt/s transportation capabilities and promote trade between 
Jordan and Iraq. 


IJhder an agreement signed in Amman Tuesday, the French 
co mpa ny^ win supply die tracks by June thfe year and wili «lsr> provide 
paining for Jordanian and Iraqi personnel m Fiance and in Jordan. 
Moreov er , Renault will send a team of French technicians to offer 
On-Site t raining 

The terms of the agreement call for the French company to 
narante e the m a inten ance of the trucks for one year ana and to 


for this 


pmpose to Jordan 
hangar at the port dty of 



* w '\' 


stcb a mobile maintenance wou 
to build a maintenance garage 
Aqaba. 

Ihe agreement was signed by ULTC Director-General Jamil 
Ibrahim and by Jean Robert Fayet, sales ma nage r at RVI Middle 
East Department 

Following the signing ceremony, Ibrahim said that upon the arrival 
of the first consignment, the ULTC will have a total of 900 trucks to 
help transport goods from Aqaba to Iraq. 

Large quantities of goods have been arriving in Aqaba since the 
beginning of last year warranting more trucks to be employed to 
transport the goods to their destination, Ibrahim said. He added that 
the ULTC also needs to upgrade its operational capacity to meet 
future developments and expansion. 

The new tracks will create new jobs for more people and will help 
ease the congestion of goods accumulated at the port of Aqaba, 
Ibrahim noted. 

He said that another agreement will soon be signed with a 
Yugoslav company for supplying 150 trailers to be added to the 
trades to help transport goods to Iraq. 
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Committee prepares study 
on Jordan’s milk output 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The a 
milk yield of licenced an 
cenced farms in Jordan is approx- 
imately 64 tonnes per day, of 
which 33 tonnes are supplied by 
individual cow owners m rural 
areas, according to a report pub- 
lished Tuesday in the Arabic 
newspaper A1 Dustour. 

The report said , that a special 
committee for assessing milk 
yields and marketing outlays has 
met twice daring the current 
month to study the volume of 
milk yields for the current year. 
The study will also determine the 
number of cows to be imported in 


for processing 

According to the report, farms 
have yielded the average of 53 
tonnes per day of milk daring the 
past year. Forty eight tonnes 
were produced daily during winter 
and 58 tonnes in summer, the 
study said. The production has 
been distributed to automated 
and manual dairy firms through- 
out the Kingdom. 

The study estimated the local 
milk yield to be 18 tonnes per day 
in excess of the capacity of the 
processing dairy firms in winter. 


^ Nissan recalls 237,981 cars 


TOKYO (AP) — Nissan Motor Co., Japan’s second largest car 
maker, has notified the transport ministry it will recall 237,981 
passenger cars because of defective parts connecting the rear axle to 
the car body, the rmmstry said Tuesday. 
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GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Some changes in toot present 
methods may be necessary to make 
new ideas workable, so don't be 
afraid to use your imagination in 
making them. Think carefnDy 
before taking any actions. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 10} A co- 
worker can give yon some fine sug- 
gestions, so be sore to ask others 
for advice if you have questions. 
Drive carefully this evening. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) If 
there is some little risk yon want to 
take, proceed cautiously and you 
can come out on top. Be sure to 
handle your money wisely. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
You have some good ideas for im- 
proving rela t io n ships with your 
family, but you must act quickly to 
get the right results. 

MOON CHILDREN (Jane 22 to 
JnL 21) Don't get emotional over 
business affairs — stay cool and 
sensible. Enjoy the company of 
some old friends tonight. 

LEO (Jnl. 22 to Aug. 21) 
Although you are usually quite 
generous by nature, this is a good 
time to tighten your belt and' add 
to your assets instead. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Get 
together with some new acquain- 


tances who have tastes similar .to 
your own. You'D have a good time 
and make some great contacts. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Since 
you have same five time now, this 
would be a good day to catch up on 
any duties you left unfinished. Be 
kind and considerate to your mate. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) A 
good friend who is a bit of a perfec- 
tionist can help you sort out a finan- 
cial difficulty. Be sure to show your 
gratitude for the assista nce 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.22 to Dec. 
21) If you need a favor from a 
superior, this is definitely the right 
time to ask for and get it. Go out 
visiting with your mate tonight. 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22 to Jan. 20) 
Be alert to some new opportunities 
which, are coming into your fife. If 
you have to plan a trip, ma k e safe- 
ty your first consideration. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
This is a good day to analyze both 
your assets and your liabilities so 
you will know better how to proceed 
financially in the days ahead. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) 
Have a long talk with some 
business partners and come to a 
meeting of the minds. Leave 
yourseH time to relax to ni g ht . : 


THE Daily Crossword by Hank H a rrington 


ACROSS 
1 Ravioli for 
Instance 

6 Aggie 

0 Belliy dwellers 

13 Worthy 

principle 

14 Tut*, money 

15 “1 emeu — 1 " 
1* Mon ey l en der 
18 Nuzzle 

18 Sea birds 

20 On a endse 

21 After roller or 
cheap 

22 State tor 
Columbus 

23 Jolted 

24 Staves 

28 Formal wear 

30 Use 

31 Receivers 

32 Trademark 
38 Political 

address 

38 Columbus for 
one 

41 Maxwell 

42 Ogyglan 

44 Search deeply 

45 Spice 

48 Laundry aid 

49 Proclamations 

52 Rayas 

54 Palmer 

55 Noted pm 
name 

58 - Nostra 
60 Brogan part 
81 Mo ne ylenders 
83 At any time 

64 Emmet and 
ptendra 

65 Stupid oust 

66 Rants 

67 RuD ot suit. 
W Displayed 

DOWN 

1 Calumet 

2 Heb. month 

3 Stitched 

4 Browns 

5 Religious garb 

8 Data 

7 Vicinity 

8 Strife - 



61967 Trtbu« M«8»S«rvteM, hie. 
Ail Rltiua Anarwd 


9 Money tender 

10 Bedewing 

11 Preference 

12 Equine 
14 Sat flfmly 
17 Cheer 

21 Morose 

22 F)oiri.city 

23 Humor 

28 Bata and 
. gamma 

27 Money lendara 

29 18 

33 Unctuous 

34 Acted 
generously 

3fi Unique person 

37 Wee ones 

38 Shade tree 
40 Totals 

43 Cotiapaa 

46 Indian 

47 Emu 

49 Monet’s prop 
60 Hard 


Yesterday's Pigria Solved: 


nnnnn □□□□□ nnn 
nnnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnnn nnnnnnnno 
nnnnnn nnnnn 
nrann nnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnnnnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnnnnn 
nnnnnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnnnn 
nonnnnnnn nnnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnnn 
onn nnnnn nannn 


51 Channel - 
S3 Certain 
la wyers for- 


55 Ages 

66 Ready money 


57 Approximately 

58 Slant 

59 Org. 

81 Certain 

Buddhist 
62 Held* 


Debt repayments exceed 
IMF lending by $5. 9b 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), said Monday that Third 
World debtors in 1987 paid back 
$5.9 billion more than they bor- 
rowed from one of the major 
sources of help to countries in 
financial trouble. 

New loans amounted to $4.3 
billion and repayments to $10.2 
billion, the IMF said. 

One source, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said 
most countries which have been 
making heavy repayments, such 
as South Korea and South Africa, 
do not need new money. 

Many countries seeking more 
money, particularly Brazil, are 
reluctant to ask the IMF's help. 
They fear that austerity policies 
resulting from the strict condi- 
tions the IMF attaches to its loans 
could spur unrest. 

It was a year in which many 
debtors were trying, with little 
success, to get new loans rather 
than pay back old ones. For 
instance, Brazil, the Third 
World’s biggest debtor, is among 
several countries that have re- 
fused to pay interest on many of 
their debh. 

But there also is heavy pressure 
to stay on good terms with the 
The united States is the 
contributor to the fund, 
is owned by 152 govern- 
ments, including the debtors. 

T narK outstanding from the 
fond amounted to $38.6 billion at 


the end of 1987. Its sister orga- 
nisation, the World Bank, esti- 
mates that Third World countries 
owed $1.19 trillion altogether. 

The fund's monthly “IMF 
Memorandum” explained that 
the excess of repayments was due 


IMF. 


to big receipts from 10 countries: 
South Korea. Brazil, India, South 
Africa, Yugoslavia, Turkey, 
Pakistan, Hungary, Romania and 
Portugal. Some borrowed heavily 
in the early 1980s, and the debts 
are coming due. 

“The fund was set up for shor- 
ter-term help,” said James Ott, 
executive director of the Bretton 
Woods Committee. “Now the 
focus is shifting to longer term 
lenders like the World Bank.” 

The Bretton Woods Commit- 
tee is a private group of former 
U.S. government officials and 
leaders in private finance set up 
to lobby in favour of the bank and 
fund. 

Some World Bank lending has 
been for as long as 50 years at less 
than one per cent annual interest, 
although loans are now limited to 
40 years. 

The fond pointed out that it 
also is planning longer-term 
loans, for as long as 10 years at 
only 0.5 per cent interest. At the 
end of 1987, it set up the en- 
hanced Structural Adjustment 
Facility to lend out more than $8 
billion on these terms to the 
poorest countries, especially in 
Africa. 


British banks raise interest rates 


LONDON 


DON (R) — Britain's main commercial banks raised lending 
rates by half of a percentage point to nine per cent Monday after the 


Bank of England raised its rate for loans to money markets. 

The announcement by the Bank of England that it would offer 
borrowing facilities to the discount bouses at nine per cent from the 
current 8% per cent followed its warnings that monetary policy might 
have to be tightened. 

National Westminster Bank Pic. and Barclays Bank Pic. followed 
the Bank of England’s lead and raised their base rates to nine per 
cent from 8V6. Midland Bank Pic., Lloyds Bank Pic. and Gtibank 
N.A. — the British subsidiary of Gticoip — later followed suit. 

John Banham, director-general of the Confederation of British 
Industry, said the increase would add £125 million ($219 million) a 
year to business costs. 

Base rates were lowered to 8% per cent in early December amid 
widespread fears among the international financial community that 
last October's stock slumps would follow through into recession. 

But economists said the bid to pump more money into nervous 
markets that have now steadied was bad for Britain's surging 
economy. 

Bank of England officials said the signal to raise interest rates 
reflected a resurgence in inflationary pressures, mainly higher wage 
earnings and a con tinuing growth in consumer spending. 

Average earning increases now stand at 8.25 per cent a year after 
having held at 7.75 per cent since last April. 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Shares were mixed to easier in late business, 
showing only a short-lived rally in response to news a number of 
U.S. banks cut their prime rates by V* point to 8V5 per cent. 

Dealers said hopes for a Wall Street rally this week have been 
based on speculation about lower U.S. interest rates. But the New 
York mar ket fel l to its lows this afternoon despite theprime rate 
arts. The FTSE 100 at 1538 GMT was down 1.3 to 1,775.6 after a 
high of 1,784.5 at 1032 GMT. 

U.S. December leading indicators fell 0.2 per cent compared 
with the November fell of 1.2 per cent, dampening down the 
dollar and outweighing the prime rate cuts, dealers here said. 

Dealers said last minute worries about the prospects for 
Tuesday’s $9.25 billion auction of U.S. treasury three-jvar notes 
are weighing on Wall Street Tuesday. 

It had been hoped the auction would attract strong demand, 
because prospects for a slowing in the U.S. economy and the 
recently stable dollar helped the U.S. bond market dimb sharply 
in the “Sight to quality” of the past few sessions. 


UNDP to resume operations in Lebanon 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The U.N. Development 
Programme (UNDP) will shortly resume operations 
in Lebanon after it pulled out in 1984 due to the 
security situation, the United Nations announced 
Monday. 


But it will be carefol about the 
nationality of any experts sent to 
the area, UNDP administrator 
William Draper told a new con- 
ference. 

Lebanon has been embroiled in 
civil strife since 1976 and many 
foreigners have been kidnapped* 
by various militia groups. 

The resident representative in 
Beirut will be Ragbar Gudmund- 
sson, a national of Iceland who is 


now deputy head of the UNDP 
post in Kabul. 

Gudmundsson, 51, who will 
take up his post in Lebanon in 
late February, was also named 
Monday to be U.N. Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar’s 
special representative for the re- 
construction and development of 
Lebanon. 

Draper said Lebanon's per 
capita income had dropped 


sharply in the last 10 years to 
under $700 a year, and h had now 
fallen into the categoiy of a “least 
developed county,” he said. 

“It became evident that some 
leadership and direction was 
needed to support the develop- 
ment of a country that desperate- 
ly needs help in development," 
be noted. 

He said the UNDP operation 
in Lebanon would spend about 
$10 million over the next three to 
five years. 

“While I think it was probably 
the right thing to do to close the 
(UNDP) office at a time when 
there seemed to be a veiy compli- 
cated security situation, we think 
now the situation is now calm 


enough to try again and make it a 
more effective programme,'* 
Draper said. 

“We are going to make another 
try and we plan to make it stick 
this time,” he added. 

Asked about the security of 
technical experts sent to work on 
development projects, he said: 
“We will be careful to see that no 
one that goes is, by nationality, in 
danger." 

lliis would “probably” rule out 
United States and West German 
nationals, he said, as well as 
citizens of other countries repre- 
sented on the 15-nation U.N. 
Security Council, though he did 
not want to be pinned down on 
that point. 


Turks buy Algerian gas 


ALGIERS (AP) — Turkey 
signed a contract Tuesday with 
Algeria for the purchase of 40 
billion cubic metres of liquified 
natural gas over the next 20 
years, officials said. 

The agreement came at the end 
of the ruth session of the Alge- 
rian-Turkish mixed commission, 
and also included the creation of 
two joint bolding companies. 

The companies, one in the in- 
dustrial ancf financial area and the 
other commercial, will be 
charged with creating joint com- 


panies in both countries and in 
third countries. 

The agreement also provides 
for an increase in the volume of 
trade between Turkey and Alger- 
ia, scheduled to reach $1 bilnon 
by 1990, according to Kaam 
Ozay, the minister of state who 
headed the Turkish delegation. 

Other agreements were signed 
for the purchases of grain and 
dried vegetables, technical and 
scientific cooperation and on 
maritime matters. 


Siemens reports lower profit 


MUNICH, West Germany (R) — 
Siemens, the West German con- 
glomerate which makes every- 
thing from computers to nuclear 

S wer plants, has said net profit 
1 in the first quarter of its 
current business year but it saw 
no reason for pessimism after 
October's share price crash. 

“In talking about the current 
year and the near future, there 
are some grey tones,” manage- 
ment board chairman Karlheinz 
Kaske said. “But there is no 
ground for pessimism.” 

He said forecasts of a recession 
this year had not come true. 

Siemens said its group net pro- 
fit in the first quarter of the 
1987/88 year to Sept. 30, fell to 
285 milli on marks ($170 million) 
from a previous 296 million 
marks ($177 million). 

The company, one of Europe's 
largest, has been hit by slower 
business in electronics and com- 
puters, fewer orders for nuclear 
power plants, the weak dollar and 
intensified competition, analysts 
said. 


Kaske told reporters this year's 
profit depended on the develop- 


ment of the dollar but uncertainty 
over its progress made earnings 
forecasts diffic ult. 

“You tell me what the dollar 
will be worth Oct. 1 and I’ll tell 
you what our earnings will be,' 
Kaske said 

Siemen’s group net profit for 
the 1986/87 year dropped to 1.28 
billion marks ($760 million) from 
1.47 billion marks ($880 million) 
the previous year. 

The company, which cut its 
dividend to 11 marks from 12 last 
November, is keeping silent ab- 
out its plans for the payout in the 
current year. 

Siemens’ group turnover 
should jump as high as 59 billion 
marks ($35 billion) in the 1987/88 
mainly because of two nuc- 
power plant orders, Kaske 

said. 

Turnover in the 1986/87 year 
rose to 51.43 billion marks ($31 
billion) from 47.02 billion marks 
($28 billion) the previous year. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.7595/7605 

1.2743/53 

1.6888/95 

1.8956/66 

1.3785/95 

35.26/30 

5.6970/7000 

1243/1244 

128.60/70 

6.0550/0600 

6.4050/4100 

6.4575/4625 

457.00/457-50 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss Bancs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


Peanuts 



THE ONES U/HO WENT 
WERE VOLUNTEERS.. 

•& 



so wu don't have to 
60 TO THE MOON IF 
YOU DON'T WANT TO.. 
— — © — 




Muttn’ Jeff 


THAT BRUTE 
SWEPT ME OUT 
, THE DOOR/ 



Andy Capp 




THE ONLY TOOL'S HE HAS 
IN H (STOOL-BOX ARE ■* 
WHAT OTHER. BLOKES 
HAVE LENT HIM — 



Gulf Air gets more access 
to Saudi Arabia 


BAHRAIN (R) — Gulf Air will 
boost flights to Saudi Arabia 
under a deal to share revenue 
with the state-owned carrier 
Saudia, the head of Gulf Air said 
Tuesday. 

Gulf Air President Ali Ibrahim 
A1 Malki told a news conference 
Saudia bad signed revenue-shar- 
ing agreements with Gulf Air and 
Kuwait Airways. 

“Big concessions were made by 
all three parties,” he said of 
negotiations that began a year 
ago. 

Under the deal Gulf Air would 
increase passenger seats from 
Bahrain to the Saudi capital 
Riyadh and Red Sea port of 
Jeddah from about 500 to 1 ,250 in 
the summer schedule starting in 
April, Mallei said. 

Saudia cim-eutly had some 


1,680 seats to Bahrain from 
Riyadh and Jeddah. 

Malki added that Saudia had 
also agreed to extra Gulf Air 
flights to Riyadh and Jeddah 
from Oman, Qatar and Abu Dha- 
bi in the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). 

Gulf Air is owned by the gov- 
ernments of Bahrain, Qatar, 
Oman and the UAE. 

Malki did not give details of 
additional flights to Saudi Arabia 
by Kuwait Airways. 

He said the new agreements 
were not designed to support 
airfares, which over the last few 
years have come under pressure 
as government oil revenues de- 
clined and economies weakened. 

“Competition will continue," 
he said. 


Brazil launches $100 million 
debt-for-shares programme 


LONDON (R) — A British and a 
Brazilian bank Monday launched 
a $100 million stock market fund 
with a twist — it lets banks buy 
Brazilian shares by selling off 
loans they had made to Brazil. 

The Brazil conversion fund is 
run by British merchant bank 
Morgan Grenfell and Co. Ltd. 
and Brazil’s Banco Bozano 
Simonseu De Investmento S.A. 
which says it is the first of its 
kind. 

It works along much the same 
lines as the debt-for- in vestmen t 
swaps that many Third World 
debtor countries are already us- 
ing to trim their debt bills. 

In these deals, the country buys 
back foreign currency loans with 
its local currency. It pays Its 
bankers back less than it bor- 
rowed and the seller must agree 
to reinvest the proceeds. 

The debtor cuts its debt bill and 
many bankers, worried that Third 
World loans may never be repaid 
in full, think selling out is worth 
the price. 

Mexico has used such deals to 
build new tourist hotels. They 
have financed factories in Chile 
and Brazil. 

The difference with the new 
fund, called the Brazil Conver- 
sion Fund, is that the seller can 
reinvest those proceeds in the 
Brazilian stock markets. 

Brazil, the Third World’s big- 
gest debtor, has yet to say bow 
much it will pay to buy back the 
debt under this programme. 


Banks buying into the fund 
would not be able to repatriate 
their capital from the investment 
for 12 years. 

But they will be allowed to 
remit dividends and to sell the 
shares after five years, if they 
kept the proceeds in Brazil. 

Brazil has already bought back 
$160 million of its $113 billion 
foreign debt through more tradi- 
tional debt-for-investment swaps. 

In February, 1987, it froze pay- 
ments on So8 billion owed to 
commercial banks, but it is now 
negotiating an agreement to re- 
sume repayments. 

Mexican debt chid confident ou 
loan-bond swap 

Mexico's top debt negotiator 
ended a tour of world financial 
centres Monday confident of the 
success of a novel scheme to swap 
up to $10 billion of the country's 
$105 billion debt into bonds. 

However, Angel Gurria, direc- 
tor general of public credit, de- 
clined to predict how much would 
ultimately be exchanged or the 
discount creditor banks would 
have to accept under the deal 
which will be decided by tender 
on Feb. 19. 

“There is no doubt it is going to 
be a success," Gurria told Reu- 
ters after a meeting here with 


representatives of 15 Swiss, Au- 
strian and Italian banks. “The 
growing interest we have seen on 
our tour confirms that.” 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“I jogged for 90 minutes today- 
got as far as the neighbor's 
driveway.” 


I THAT SCRAMBLE WORD GAME 
|s by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unsc ram ble these tour Jumbles, 
one tatter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


AWREY 


Sj 



KEPO 

D 



r 

WMl 



LANARC 





FAHBLE 



_L 


WHAT SOME YOUNG 
[AMERICAN TOURISTS 
MIGHT CALLTHAT 

money they use 
IN PAWS. 

Now arrange the circled totters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by me above cartoon. 


km xiiinjxir uiT 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: TRIPE AHEAD CALMLY VENDOR 
Answer Whet the psychiatrist said when the patient 
complained about always forgetting things— 
PAY IN ADVANCE 



















Congressional opponents 
predict contra aid defeat 


WASHINGTON (R) — President Reagan planned a 
pre-vote appeal for further funds for Nicaraguan 
contra rebels in a televised speech but opponents 
said they expected Congress would defeat the White 
House aid measure. 


The House of Representatives 
is due to vote Wednesday on 
Reagan's S36.25 million request 
for contra aid. which includes 
S3.6 million in the military aid. If 
the House approves the measure, 
the Senate will vote on Thursday. 

Reagan and his advisers have 
been telephoning undecided con- 
gressmen to urge them to 
approve the contra aid. 

Reagan, who argues that only 
aid to the rebels can force Nicar- 
agua's leftist government to 
accept peace and democracy, 
hoped to use a nationally tele- 
vised speech to put public press- 
ure on the Democrat-controlled 
Congress. 

But his strategy suffered a blow 
when all three major U.S. net- 
works announced they might not 
broadcast the speech live because 
Reagan’s arguments for contra 
aid were already well known. 

Such action by ABC, NBC, 
and CBS would relegate the 
speech to cable television and 
extracts carried in news prog- 
rammes. 

Democratic leaders have been 
urging rejection of the military 
aid and a private organisation 
calling itself "Countdown 87" has 
sponsored national television 
advertisements urging voters to 
put pressure on their members of 
Congress to reject the measure. 

House Democratic leader Tho- 
mas Foley predicted Monday that 
the House would turn the aid 
request down. ‘T think we will 
see at the conclusion of the de- 
bate Wednesday a decisive rejec- 
tion of this aid," Folev said. 


Democratic leaders in the 
House and Senate had vowed not 
to approve military aid as long as 
progress was being made on a 
peace plan approved by all five 
Central American presidents in 
August. 

But Reagan has said in recent 
days, that only aid to maintain 
contra military pressure on Nicar- 
agua's Sandinista government 
could make Managua accept the 
Central American peace plan and 
stop promoting Communism in 
the region. 

"The Sand inis tas haven’t made 
one concession on their own with- 
out a threat banging over them" 
Reagan told religious broadcas- 
ters Monday. "The way to demo- 
cracy and peace in Nicaragua is to 
keep the pressure on." 

Reagan aides are considering a 
further concession to Congress in 
an effort to win the aid, White 
House spokesman Marlin Fitzwa- 
ter told reporters. 

In Managua, Nicaragua, about 
250 U.S. citizens and Nicara- 
guans chanting “we want peace" 
staged a demonstration Monday 
evening in front of the U.S. 
embassy to protest U.S. aid to the 
contra rebels. 

About 25 Nicaraguans wound- 
ed in the war sat in wheelchairs in 
front of the embassy building, 
carrying a sign in Spanish saying, 
“the war wounded continue to 
fight for life.” 

The rally, which was peaceful, 
was sponsored by U.S. and 
Nicaraguan church groups. Folk 
singer Pete Seeger, wearing a 
straw hat. sang for the group. 


which planned to maintain an 
all-night vigil at the embassy and 
begin a hunger strike Tuesday, 
organisers said. 

An Illinois farmer released by 
the Nicaraguan government after 
56 days in prison said Monday he 
opposes aid to the contra rebels 
out of gratitude for those who 
gained his freedom, even though 
he had once helped the guerrillas. 

Flanked by the men who se- 
cured his release, James Den by 
told reporters he is more than 
ad to support their position: 
ejection of President Reagan’s 
request for a scaled-down $36.2- 
miflion aid package for the con- 
tras. 

“HI pretty well go along with 
it," Denby said at a news confer- 
ence in the Capitol. “Anybody 
who will do what they did for me, 
I want to help them in any way I 
can." 

Cuba offers to withdraw 

Meanwhile Cuba’s Foreign 
Minister, Isidoro Malmierca, 
reiterated his country's offer to 
withdraw its military advisers 
from Nicaragua once the U.S.- 
backed contra campaign against 
the Sandinista government ends. 

U.S. authorities have said 
Cuba has about 2,500 military 
advisers in Nicaragua. The 
Nicaraguan government puts the 
number at 800. 

Malmierca declared Monday 
that with its Central American 
policy. Washington “hopes to 
perpetuate the role of lord and 
master it previously exercised (in 
the region), and to that end it 
recurs openly, and in violation of 
the basic principles of interna- 
tional coexistence, to the use of 
force, economic warfare and poli- 
tical and diplomatic pressure." 

His remarks came m a speech 
at the Foreign Ministry. 


Soviet train with flammable 
liquid derails, 2,000 evacuated 


MOSCOW (AP) — About 2,000 
people were evacuated and 12 
rescue workers hospitalised after 
a train carrying a poisonous and 
flammable liquid derailed in the. 
Volga River city of Yaroslavl, 
Soviet media said Tuesday. 

In the accident early Monday, 
seven rail cars, including three 
tank cars carrying the unidenti- 
fied toxic chemical, left the tracks 
150 metres from a bridge across 
the Volga, the Sovietskaya Ros- 
siya daily said. 

One of the tank cars fells on its 
side and broke open on impact. 


and the volatile liquid started 
flowing from a ruptured hatch, 
the paper said. 

Residents in a half-kilometre 
zone around the accident site 
were evacuated, and about 2,000 
people left their homes and other 
buildings, the paper said. 

A half-hour after the accident, 
a repair train arrived on the 
scene. Soldiers from the chemical 
weapons forces tried to dose the 
hatch of the damaged tank car 
but were unsuccessful, the paper 
said. 


Indian envoy to Britain 
to govern Tamil Nadu 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s 
chief envoy to Britain is to be- 
come governor of Tamil Nadu, 
the unruly South Indian state 

R laced under direct rule from 
lew Delhi last week to prevent 
the breakdown of law and order. 

The Press Trust of India news 
agency, quoting highly placed 
sources, said Padinjarethaiakkal 
Cherian Alexander. India's high 
commissioner in London since 
1985, would leave his post on 
Feb. 12 to take up his position in 
Madras. 

Tamil Nadu is the home of 50 
million Indian Tamils, whose atti- 
tude is crucial to a final settle- 
ment of the Tamil separatist re- 
bellion in neighbouring Sri 


Lanka, where an Indian 
peacekeeping force is embroiled 
with die-hard guerrillas. 

Tamil Nadu's popular Chief 
Minister M.G. Ramachandran, a 
former film star and strong sup- 
porter of the July Indo-Sri Lank- 
an accord aimed at ending the 
fighting, died on Dec. 24. 

Ramachandran was one of the 
few figures enjoying the trust 
both of the Sri Lankan rebels and 
of the central government in New 
Delhi. The void he left raised 
fears of unrest among Indian 
Tamils. 

His widow. Janaki, took over 
as chief minister but was ' strongly 
opposed by a faction led by his 
former leading lady, Jayalafitha. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BT CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAH SHARIF 

CI9B7 Trcuna IMC1 Cannon, me. 


North-South 

deals. 


ONE BID TOO MANY 
vulnerable South 


NORTH 

• 10 8 4 
A K 6 2 

v K ? S 

*1072 

WEST EAST 

+ K Q J 6 5 2 *3 

v JS v 10 9 3 

0 J 9 ! Q 6 4 3 2 

*483 *A986 

SOUTH 

* A97 

v Q 87 4 
0 A 108 
*KQ4 
The bidding: 

Sou ill West North East 

1 NT 2* 3* Pass 

4? Pass Pus Paw 

Opening lead: King of * 

It has become quite fashionable 
to ovcrcall with scant values in an 
attempt to interfere with the flow 
of the auction. That can be a sue* 
cessful tactic, but it dues backfire 
every so Often, 

North's cue- bid of the enemy suit 
requested his partner to bid hearts 
if he held at least four cards in the 
suit. South obliged, but because 
both North and South had perfect- 
ly balanced hands and South was 
minimum into the bargain, the 
final contract was anything but a 
“gimme." 

West led the top of his spade se- 
quence and, had declarer had noth* 


ing to guide him, he would surely 
have ducked one round of the suit 
tn prepare for a possible end play. 
However, Wes: was marked with a 
six-card suit for his overcall, so 
that would have been tantamount 
to irommitnng hara-kiri under the 
circumstances. 

Therefore, declarer took his ace 
of spades. Since he was doomed to 
defeat if West had the ace of clubs, 
at mck two declarer crossed tD 
dummy with a high trump, led a 
club to his king and hoped. When 

that held, there was some light at 
the end of the tunnel. 

Declarer drew trumps by cash- 
ing the queen and the table's other 
master trump, then led another 
club. His analyse, was confirmed 
when East rose with the ace and 
continued the suit,- East's failure to 
return a spade made it dear that he 
had begun with a singleton spade. 
When West followed, the count 
was complete and declarer could 
claim. 

West was known to have started 
with six spades, two hearts and at 
least three clubs, su he could have 
no more than two diamonds. De- 
clarer cashed the ace and king of 
the suit, then had the choice of ei- 
ther throwing East tn with a dia- 
mond to force that defender to lead 
a minor suit for a rufr-stuff, or 
throwing West tn with a spade to 
eventually force a ruff-sluff that 
would enable declarer to get rid of 
his losing diamond. 


Aquino 
calls for 
more work* 
less talk 

MANILA (R) — Philippine Pres- 
ident Corazon Aquino Tuesday 
rebuked two senior officials^ one 
for making a long-winded 
speech and the other for not 
attending quickly to people’s 
complaints. 

Aquino gave a rare display of 
presidential pique when sue and 
cabinet members visited her 
home province of Tarlac to induct 
newly elected local officials. 

Public Works Secretary Juanito 
Ferrer, who was supposed to ex- 
plain the government's program- 
mes, felt the presidential barb 
when he gave a discourse on how 
lucky people were to live in 
Aquino’s home province. 

“Talk about the projects," 
Acjuino said, cutting him off. 

Aquino did not spare her 
National Irrigation Administra- 
tion chief Federico Alday who 
tried to parry residents’ com- 
plaints about 'illegal dykes that 
had deprived their farms of 
water. 

When Alday said be could not 
act on complaints unless he re- 
ceived an official report, Aquino 
snapped: "Why do you have to 
wait for a report? Why don’t you 
send someone out there or go 
there yourself?" 

Aquino's unprecedented out- 
bursts followed her announce- 
ment at the weekend that imple- 
mentation of 72 foreign-funded 
projects costing about $1.8 billion 
had been delayed. 

She told a television interview 
the government could not take up 
other foreign loan offers because 
of the lack of well-prepared pro- 
jects that could be immediately 
implemented. 


Koivisto 
assured of 
new term * 

HELSINKI (R) — President 
Mauno Koivisto looked assured 
of a new six-year term despite his 
failure to score an outright vic- 
tory in Finland's two-day pres- 
idential election. 

The 64-year-old Social Demo- 
crat won 47.9 per cent of the 
popular vote and 144 seats in a 
301-member Electoral College, 
which .will now decide the elec- 
tion on Feb. 15. 

Koivisto needed to poll over 50 
per cent to clinch victory in the 
first round. But with two other 
left-wing candidates gaming 27 
seats in the Electonfl College, 
analysts said his election was a 
formality. 

"It’s a certainty,” one Western 
diplomat said. 

Conservative Prime Minister 
Harry Holkeri, one of four defe- 
ated candidates, said: “I lost to 
the incumbent president. We all 
lost to Koivisto.” 

The result was widely seen as 
an endorsement of Koivisto who 
has steered his country into an 
era of rare political stability and 
unprecedented economic 
prosperity. 

In a typically understated post- 
election comment, Koivisto said: 
"At least, we can say there has 
been no protest against the poli- 
cies that have been carried 
through." 

Koivisto, a carpenter’s son, be- 
came president in 1982 and quick- 
ly placed his imprint on the turbu- 
lent political scene. 

Before he came to power, gov- 
ernments rarely lasted a year. In 
its 70-year history, the country 
has had 64 administrations. 

Diplomats said the key to 
Koivisto's success was his ability 
to establish good working rela- 
tions with four successive Soviet 
leaders since winning power in 
1982 — Leonid Brezhnev, Yuri 
Andropov, Konstantin Cher- 
nenko and Mikhail Gorbachev. 

The Soviet Union twice defe- 
ated Finland in wars between 
1939 and 1944 but has now come 
to accept its Western political 
system and lifestyle. 

Koivisto’s do min ance left the 
other candidates struggling for 
second place, and a chance to 
establish credentials for the 1994 
presidential election. 

The winner of this race was 
agrarian centre party leader 
Paavo Vacyiynen with 20.1 per 
cent of the vote. He just pipped 
Holkeri, who gained 18.1 per 
cent. 

Socialist Kalevi Kivisto and 
Communist Jouko Kajanoja won 
9.2 per cent and 1.4 per cent 
respectively. 


120 reported killed in 
N. Korean train blast 


HONG KONG (R) — A Hong 
Kong newspaper said Tuesday 
that 120 people were killed ana 
5,000 injured when an arma- 
ment tram horn China, exploded 
in North Korea near the Chinese 
border in December. 

The SingTao Jib Pao, a leading 
independent Chinesc-langoage 
r, quoted border residents m 
as saying the huge blast 
through the North Korean 
railway station near the 
border town of Kanggye. 

The blast obliterated every 
building within a radius of 2.5 
kilometres, they were quoted as 


sa ying . 

The newspaper said Chinese 
and North Korean authorities 
were tightening security along the 
border. 

“There hasn’t been any big 
accident that we know of in the 
north east," a spokesman for the 
i flin provincial government said. 

A local government spokesman 
in the border town of Dandong in 
Lia on in g province, which lies on 
the mam rad .route into North 
Korea, said the report was non- 
sense. 

There was no comment from 
North Korean officials in Peking. 


70 believed dead as 
truck overturns in Haiti 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
— As many as 70 people may 
have died when a cargo truck 
carrying an un determined: num- 
ber of hitchhikers overturned in a 
rain -swollen river, radio reports 
and a hospital official has said. 

Officials said no bodies have 
been recovered. A witness re- 
ported 17 survivors. 

The incident occurred Friday 
when a 10-wheel flatbed truck 
loaded with 150 bags of coffee 
tried to ford the Glace River, 233 
kilometres west of the capital 
Port Au Prince, and was pushed 
over by the force of the water. 
Army Capt. Sadraque Saictfl said 
in a telephone interview from 
Jeremie. 

The truck was carrying an un- 


known number of hit chhike rs, 
said Saintil, who is the district 
commander. He refused to esti- 
mate how many may have died. 

“Survivors told us there were 
between 50 and 70 who -dis- 
appeared,” Dr. Felix Dumas of 
Samt Antoine Hospital in Jere- 
mie, about 48 kilometres west of 
the Glace River, told the Associ- 
ated Press. 

“We’ve received no bodies of 
dead or wounded. They were all 
swept away by the current,” 
Dumas said. 

Marc Eddy Pierre, a witness to 
the accident, told independent 
Radio Metropde there were about- 
70 people missing and 17 survi- 
vors. 


North Korea retaliates 
against Tokyo sanctions 


TOKYO fAP) — North Korea 
Tuesday declared a ban on di- 
plomatic contacts with Japan in 
retaliation for sanctions against 
Pyongyang imposed after the 
bombing of a Korean Air lines 
(KAL) jetliner f 

North Korea said it would deny 
entry to Japanese government 
officials and individuals with gov- 
ernment ties and break off talks 
concerning the fate of two 
Japanese fishermen serving 20- 
year sentences for alleged spying. 

“We cannot but take a resolute 
contermeasure against the so-cal- 
led sanctions taken by the 
Japanese government linking the 
KAL incident with the DPRK 
(North Korea)," said the Rodong 
Sinmun, the organ of the Central 


Committee of the Workers Party 
of Korea in a commentary. 

Japan had imposed limited 
sanctions against North Korea 
last month after the destruction in 
November of a South Korean 


Jetliner carrying 115 people. A 
woman who was a passenger on 
an earlier part of the flight said on 
Jan. 15 that she was a North 
Korean agent and had planted a 
bomb on the jet, which dis- 
appeared near Burma. 

North Korea has denied any 
involvement in the plane’s dis- 
appearance. 

Tokyo's sanctions included res- 
trictions on contacts between 
Japanese diplomats and North 
Korean officials and restrictions 
on the entry of North Korean 
officials into Japan. In addition, 
crewmen of North Korean ships 
entering Japanese ports will be 

f ven stricter scrutiny, and North 
orean aircraft will not be 
allowed to land in Japan. 

Chief Cabinet Secretary Keizo 
Obuchi expressed "regret" over 
Pyongyang's retaliatory action, 
but said North Korea’s action was 
“irrelevant,” an official of the 
prime minister’s office said. 


Italian govern] 

ROME (R) — Italy's government 
has won two more confidence 
votes to help force through its 
1988 budget, continually delayed 
by sabotage from its own de- 
puties. 

The five-party coalition led by 
Christian Democrat Giovanni 
Goria won the votes, dealing with 
revenue for social security and 
health payments, by 337 to 162 
and 33$ to 167. 

The government called the 
open confidence votes after being 
repeatedly defeated by its own 
rebellious deputies voting with 


ent survives 2 more votes 

jpposi 
raida 


for 


o? 


several dauses of the budget law. 

It won two confidence votes 
dealing with taxes last Friday and 
the two Monday wind up voti 
on the revenue-raising da 
the bill. 

Parliamentary sources said 
although 25 budget dauses on 
public spending remained to be 
considered, their passage through 
parliament was unlikely to be as 
difficult as those dealing with 
raising revenue. 

Delays to the budget have 
forced the government to raise 


expensive provisional funds 
January and February. 

The six-month-old govern-, 
meat, internally divided and 
widely criticised for weakness, 
has said that after the budget and 
its parallel finance bill have pas- 
sed through both houses of par- 
liament, there must be a political 
“darification" among the coali- 
tion partners — Christian Demo- 
crats, Socialists, Republicans, So- 
cial Democrats ana Liberals. 

Political sources said the “dar- 
ification' 1 was likely to lead to the 
collapse of Goria’s government. 


Sihanouk wants talks with Vietnamese 

quoted the 


PEKING (R) — Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk, who has announced his 
resignation as head of Kam- 
puchea’s guerrilla coalition, says 
he has abandoned peace talks 
with his Phnom Penh foes but 
wants to negotiate with their 
Vietnamese backers, the New Chi- 
na News Agency reported. 

Sihanouk told Chinese Com- 
munist Party chief Zhao Ziyang 
Monday that he had given up the 
idea of a third round of talks with 
Phnom Penh's Prime Minister 


Hun Sen because Hun Sen was 
“completely manipulated by bis 
master in Hanoi" the agency said. 

The official report of the meet- 
ing between Zhao and the prince 
made no mention of Sihanouk's 
resignation Saturday as head of 
the three-party coalition fighting 
Vietnamese troops supporting 
Hun Sen in Kampuchea. 

“If the Vietnamese invite me to 
talks, I mil accept. If the Viet- 
namese bring Hun Sen along with 
them in the talks, I can also 


agree," the agency 
prince as saying. 

“It is useless to talk with him. 
Two meetings were enough," 
Sihanouk said. 

A third session of negotiations 
between Sihanouk and Hun Sen 
was scheduled to be held in Pyon- 
gyang, the North Korean capital, 
m April. 

The New China News Agency 
quoted Zhao as praising Siha- 
nouk as a great patriot and for 
sticking to his principles” 


American Indians surrender, 
free hostages in N. Carolina 


LUMBERTON, North Carolina 
(R) — Two heavily armed Amer- 
ican Indians who seized a news- 
paper office to protest against 
alleged racial injustice have sur- 
rendered after freeing their hos- 
tages unharmed, police said. 

The release of the last seven 
hostages ended a tense 10-honr 
standoff in which the gunmen 
seized 17 people and threatened 
to kill some of them unless they 
could meet the governor of North 
Carolina to discuss their grie- 
vances. 

The gunmen, who demanded 
an investigation of mistreatment 
of Indians and blacks by police in 
rural Robeson County, were 
taken into custody without inci- 
dent by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI), a police 
spokesman said. 

They had been armed with 
sawn -off shotguns and hand gre- 
nades. 

The Indians were to be jailed in 
Fayetteville, about 50 kilometres 
north of Lumberton, and faced 


U.S. government charges of kid- 
napping and extortion, the 
spokesman- said. 

Police originally thought 'they 
were facing three gunmen, but 
hostages released during the siege 
said there were only two. 

The gunmen had demanded a 
chance to talk to North Carolina 
Governor James Martin and cal- 
led on him to launch an investiga- 
tion of the country's government 
and Sheriff's Department. 

Charles Dunn, deputy director 
of the State Bureau of Investiga- 
tion, said the governor refused to 
speak directly with the gunmen 
but sent word through state offi- 
cials that he would form a task 
force to look into the allegations. 

Apparently satisfied with the 
assurances, the suspects gave up 
their weapons and walked from 
the building with their hands in 
the air. 

“Fm just thankful to be alive,” 
said Ricky McKinnon, a news- 
paper employee who was among 
those held at gunpoint. 


Fire hydrant concealed during 
London subway disaster 


LONDON (AP) — Construction 
screens hid a hydrant and hose 
that were a few metres away from 
the inferno that killed 31 people 
in the King’s Cross subway fire, a 
lawyer has said. 

Roger Henderson, counsel to 
the investigation into the Nov. 18 
fire, told the first full bearing of 



hoardings 
to screen construction work. 

The hydrant was “invisible and 
inaccessible" behind the board- 
ings when the fire erupted, Hen- 
derson said. 

The blaze, thought to have 
been caused by a dropped match, 
broke out on a 4S-year-old 
wooden escalator and roared into 
the ticket hall at temperatures 
exceeding 600 degrees Celsius 
(1,000 F), he said. 

Henderson said all the station 
clocks stopped at 7:45 p.m. (1945 
GMT) when the wiring linking 
them burned through. 

"Those people in the ticket 


hall were enveloped in flames and 
smoke. Those further away in the 
exits and passages were blinded 
by very dense black acrid smoke 
— smoke so thick that you 
couldn't see your hand in front of 
you," the lawyer said. 

Henderson said 25 firefighters 
rushed down into the station 14 
minutes after a passenger spotted 
fire under the escalator treads 
and alerted station staff. 

But the firefighters could not 
see the hydrant and hose at the 
top of the blaring escalator, he 
said. 

An officer directing firefighting 
was among the dead. 

An amalgam of grease, dust 
and debris under the escalator on 
the wheels’ running-track “was a 
dangerous breeding ground for' 
the fire," Henderson said. 

He said the government’s 
health and safety executive Jan. 8 
reconstructed the likely circumst- 
ances of the fire in the cm*** 
escalator shaft to make a 
videotape for the inquiry. 
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Weinberger to be knighted 


Queen Elizabeth in appreciation 

Britain on Feb. 22, the Foreign Office said. During 
President Reagan’s defence secretary, 

his comrmtment to a strong Europe and presided over an 
unprecedented peacetime military buildup. 

Wife of anti-lottery preacher wins big 

CHICAGO (AP) — The Rev. Tim Springfield .preaches .against 
playing the lotteiy, but his wife says she thinks itrs a blessing that 
she has won more than $1.2 million in the Illinois Srate Lcrttepr. 
Barbara Springfield will receive annual payments of $60,333 for 
20 years for winning the lottery. She had bought oidy a few lotteiy 
tickets, which she had hid from her husband, she raid Monday. I 
prayed for her and asked the lord to forgive her, ] ^sajd 
Springfield, who is the pastor of a Baptist Church. Springfield, 49, 
said she will give 10 per cent of her winnings to the church and will 
also use the winnings to buy a bouse and pay bills. Springfield is 
the pastor of a poor, 150-member congregation. He makes about 
$150 a week, so his wife, an assistant at a bank, has been the 
famil y's main breadwinner. Springfield said she intends to keep 
her job. The pastor said he is a little concerned about what his 
congregation will say about his wife’s w innings . “It will give them 
the green light," Springfield said, adding that he expects they will 
ask him, the pastor's wife does it, why can’t we?” 

Family kept dead man’s body for 8 years 

KNOXVILLE, fflinois (AP) — The widow and two children of a 
bookkeeper tended his body for eight years after be died, 

’ ‘ v belief that he 

. itevens, which 

, last week after a 

relative helped authorities gain entrance to his home, officials 
said. “It’s just very, very bizarre,” said Knox County Sheriff 
Mark Shearer. “We are currently investigating the religious 
aspects of this. Let's just say they have, abnormal beliefs in the 
power of healing.” Stevens’ widow, Carole, 42, and a man 
described as her houseguest, Richard A. Kunce, 56, were arrested 
Friday on misdemeanor charges of failing to notify the coroner of 
a death. Stevens, a registered muse, and Kunce, a dentist in 
Aurora, pleaded guilty to the charge during a court appearance 
Monday and were released on their own recognisance. They face 
a ma xi mum penalty of 364 days in jail ana a fine of $1,000. 

Men kill wives, baby, in gambling row 


SHANGHAI (R) — Two Shanghai men killed their wives and 
one his baby after family quarrels over gambling, official 
newspapers said Tuesday. The Liberation Daily said a factory 
worker, 35, strangled his wife with his bare hands after she 
complained of his stealing her money to gamble, and then 
strangled his baby with a rope. It said a steel worker stole 200 
yuan from his wife and beat her to death in a row over gambling. 
Private businessmen routinely bet sums of more than 10,000 yuan 
($2,700), it said. Shanghai Police in 1987 cracked more than 
13,000 gambling cases, mvolving more than 51,000 people, about 
a third of all crimes in the city, the Wen Hui Bao reported. It said 
gambling accounted for one in three of all crimes in the dty last 
year ana about 1,000 gamblers in the dty had received “education 
through labour," a Chinese form of detention. 


U.K. police seek stolen rare snakes 

LONDON (R) — British police and customs officers were on 
alert Monday to stop 11 rare snakes worth more than £8,000 
($14,000) being smuggled out of the country. A spokeswoman for 
the London Zoo saiathe snakes were stolen from the zoo's rei 
bouse during the weekend. The thieves smashed down the 
to the reptile house and broke through the back of the snake 
tanks, taking the only blue-ring boa m Europe and other rare 
ions ana two eastern indigo snakes. The spokeswoman said 
te zoo feared the reptiles would be sold to private collectors in 
Europe and was offering “a substantial reward” for information 
leading to their recovery. "They were very selective. They were 
obviously professionals who probably have a market for the 
snakes already.” she said. 

Cave dwellers surface after 49 days 

GENGA, Italy (R) — Eleven men and three women have 
emerged from deep caves after a 49-day experiment in living 
underground. The group, including a doctor and a television, 
cameraman, was led by veteran cave explorer Maurizio Montaldi, 
who set a world record last July after living .alone in an 
underground Grotto for 210 days. The cave chvellers looked 
happy and healthy as they climbed out of the cave in eastern Italy 
into the glare of televirion lights. They will undergo extensive 
medical tests over the next few days. After Montaldi’s first 
experiment, doctors found his immune system and heart had 
suffered from the enforced isolation underground. They said he 
was extremely susceptible to infection and suffered from symp- 
toms of angina for three months. 

Pakistani who killed boy hanged 

ISLAMABAD (R) — - A man convicted of murdering a five-v 
old boy to get a bowl of blood for the woman he lovea „„ 
publicly hanged in central Pakistan, police have said. Ter 
thousand people and hundreds of police watched as Mohammad 
Absan was put to death on a tnpod gallows at a stadium in 
Multan, m Punjab province, jail officials said. He was the thirc 
man executed in public in Punjab in the past few weeks in s 
law-and-order drive by the provincial government. Several 
political organisations protested at the public execution. 

France gets 464 Chagall works 

PARIS (R) — The French state will' receive 464 works bj 
Russian-born artist Marc Chagall under a settlement agree* 
Monday between Finance Minister Edouard Balladur and Cha- 
gall's estate, the Finance Ministry said. The ministry said in i 
statement that the works, described as being an important part oi 
Chagall's artistic production, would be given to French museums 
The works, produced between 1901 and 1981, four years befbn 
the artist’s death in 1985, consisted of oil paintings, watercolours 
books, designs, and ballet set designs, the ministry said. Chagall 
^owmtboro in pre-revolutionary Russia, moved to Fiance mthc 
1930s. He is best-known for his brightly-coloured paintings witi 
whimsical motifs including clowns, rabbis, fiddlers and lovers. 

Handshake ends Dickens book dispute 

BOWES England (AP) — Descendants of Charles Dickens and 
the real-life schoolmaster on whom he based a villainous 
character in the novel “Nicholas Nickleby” met and ended 150 
years of fil-wfll with a handshake. Christopher Dickens the 
Victorian writer’s i great-great grandson, came face-to-face In 
Bowes with Ted Sfiaw, whose great-great grandfather William 
Shaw was! Dickens modeifor Wackfrrd Squjeeis, the fictional 
headmaster of the book s infamous school Dotbebovs Hail In 
real Be, Wiliam Shaw was headmaster of 5TaSv 
school in the village of Rawk m rv._i.-_ - . _ . . J* 


ear- 

was 


school in the vfflace of Bows ip County Durham in north St 
s bunding, Dotheboys Hall, still exists but is n 


England. The 
longer a school. 






